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Chamber o�ce closed
Dear Chamber members and supporters,
   We want to start by saying how proud we are of the resiliency Marshalltown has shown since the 
most recent natural disaster to impact our community. �e derecho on Monday, August 10 caused 
much damage across the state and throughout Marshalltown.
   �e Chamber was not immune to the storm damage. While Chamber sta� and our personal 
property were safe, the building in which we have been housed for 62 years, the Fisher Community 
Center, did not fare as well.
   Due to storm damage at the Fisher Community Center, the building, including the Chamber 
o�ce, will remain closed while work is being done. Chamber sta� will temporarily work remotely 
while we identify a suitable o�ce location.
   Please know that the services we provide will continue and our �rst priority is you, our members.
   �e best way to connect with Chamber sta� is via email, as we temporarily have no centralized 
phone service.

 Lynn Olberding, President & CEO (lolberding@marshalltown.org)
 Andrew Potter, Tourism Director (apotter@marshalltown.org)
 Keri Morris, Membership Director (kmorris@marshalltown.org)
 Carlos Jeer, Economic Development Director (cjeer@marshalltown.org)
 Sarah Marckres, O�ce Assistant (smarckres@marshalltown.org)

   �e Chamber sta� is here to help and serve. Please let us know how we can be of assistance.
   We appreciate your patience and understanding and look forward to continue serving the Mar-
shalltown area.
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�e Willows
   Owners, Ben and Mira Daniels, grew up in a small town in southeast 
Iowa and had conversations over the years about the things they loved 
about Iowa; the land, the people, the sense of community. It was their 
dream to �nd something that would make that community better, to build 
a business that would increase the quality of living and enrich this home 
they loved. When Ben began work with a management company of a small 
chain of assisted living communities in Iowa, they knew that they had 
found the thing they wanted to do. It was not long a�er when their journey 
began to build the community known as �e Willows. 
   Ben said “Working in assisted living, we get to know the people we serve 
and to hear the extraordinary stories of how they built the lives and com-
munities that we love.” With Ben’s experience working with seniors, Ben 
and Mira knew they wanted to build a community that was the very best; 
not just building a beautiful and comfortable home with all of the ameni-
ties, but also the very best team of caregivers and sta� one could �nd. “Our 
standards are very high for being a team member at �e Willows. When 
your job is working with seniors, they deserve the utmost respect and the 
very best care. We get to become a part of their story, not just to care for 
them and to make their lives comfortable, engaging and joyful, but to create 
a community together.”
   Amenities include large 
apartments with many com-
mon spaces to create a re-
sort-like senior community;  an amazing restaurant, led by a trained chef, 
open 7am to 7pm with a huge menu of options; a club room with pool 
table, card tables and a bar for entertaining; a lovely library with a cozy 
�replace; lounge areas throughout every neighborhood; state-of-the-art 
commercial level movie theater; beautiful courtyards with raised garden 
beds that many of the green thumb residents enjoy gardening. �e Willows 
also has 24/7 care, sta� available to help residents with anything they might 
need, and weekly housekeeping and laundry to keep the large, light-�lled 
apartments clean and sparkling. 
   When asked what �e Willows is known for, the answer is “personal 
touch”. From incorporating favorite recipes from residents into their daily 
menu to planning activities based upon resident recommendations, their 
mission is to elevate the quality of life for their residents. �ey take a per-
sonalized approach to all aspects of life at �e Willows and go above and 
beyond every day to do this. With a large sta� and comprehensive training, 
they are able to set ourselves apart. 
   If interested in learning more, please contact �e Willows Executive 
Director, Jennifer Stanley, anytime at 641-485-1672 or visit their website at 
www.willowslife.com. 

�e 2020 Chamber Ambassadors Golf Outing was a success. 
See pages 6 & 7 for more images along with our list of sponsors!
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Need an employee? 
Looking for an employer?

Check out the Chamber’s online
Marshalltown Job Postings at 
www.marshalltown.org/jobs.

Chamber Bucks are great way to 
THINK LOCAL FIRST!

�ank You Reinvesting Chamber Members
�e reinvesting members list will return next month.

New Chamber Members
�e following businesses have invested in the greater community by 

joining the Marshalltown Area Chamber of Commerce. 
Please support these businesses with your patronage. 

Bear’s Cave Prints

Apparel and promotional items, specializing in direct-to garment printing 

Cakelicious by Shawn

Facebook/cakelicious by shawn  

Caterer specializing in homemade cakes made-to-order.

Kustom Kreations 
Rusty Brown, Owner

Veteran and family-owned screen printing business.

Little Scholars Learning Center

before/after school care.

St. Andrew’s Grill & Bar 

Chamber Chat 
every Sunday morning

6:30 a.m. on 99.5 KDAO FM
7:30 a.m. on 1190 KDAO AM

Brit Marie’s Country Boutique Hosting Grand Opening
   Brit Marie’s Country Boutique started in November 2018 as a Face-
book-only clothing boutique. Brittany Tow, the owner of Brit Marie’s 
Country Boutique, decided to start her business when she saw a need in 
Central Iowa for a more casual, comfortable but yet stylish, and a�ordable 
clothing boutique. In December of 
2018, Brittany began doing truck 
shows and in April 2019, became a 
mobile boutique using an enclosed 
car trailer as her mobile shop. Brit 
Marie’s Country Boutique opened its’ 
doors at 13 W. Main St in Marshall-
town on March 20. Brit Marie’s o�ers 
clothing for both small town girl and 
country farm gals in sizes S-3XL and 
0-24, and little girls clothing. Stop by 
Friday, September 4 from 10 a.m. – 6 
p.m. and Saturday, September 5 from 
9 a.m.- 3 p.m. for the Grand Opening.
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Board of Directors
Jill Lutes, Chair 

Joe Carter, Vice Chair

John Dawley, Past Chair

Paul Beals
Todd Carl

Pam Delagardelle
Mike Fitzgerald

Carol Hibbs
Jessica Kinser
Dan Moellers
Abigail Pelzer

Todd Steinkamp
Dave Thompson

Deb Wollam

Dr. Theron Schutte, MCSD

Lynn Olberding
 President & CEO
Andrew Potter

Tourism Director
Keri Morris

Membership Director
Sarah Marckres
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 Hats off to...

Chamber Bucks make great gi�s!
If you have Marshalltown area news to brag about, submit it to 	e Digest via email to 
lolberding@marshalltown.org or via mail to P.O. Box 1000, Marshalltown, IA  50158. 
Grand openings, management changes, employee promotions, moves, organization 
name changes, expansions, accomplishments, awards, and major developments all 
qualify. Space is limited, so please keep submissions to a maximum of six sentences. 
Photos should be sent in JPEG format. 	e editor reserves the right to determine what 
is included. All information in this section is supplied by Chamber member businesses 
and organizations; it is not an endorsement by the Chamber.

Back to School Bash
   Select Pediatric 	erapy is hosting Back to School Bash. You’re invited to 
join for an outdoor back to school activity night on Monday, September 14 
at 6:00 p.m. 	e event will be hosted at UnityPoint Health/Select Physical 
	erapy, 55 Central Iowa Dr. in Marshall-
town. Activites include ice cream truck, 
obstacle course, and cra� activity table. 
Public welcome, please wear a mask.

   Stephen Troskey with Clapsaddle-Garber Associates, Inc. (CGA) has 
become AICP certi�ed. 
   Troskey has been employed as a Planning Project Manager with CGA 
since 2015 and recently took the test to advance his planning career 
with the certi�cation o�ered by the American Planning Association 
(APA). 
   	e AICP Certi�cation is the only nation-
wide, independent veri�cation of planners’ 
quali�cations. 	ose that become AICP 
certi�ed pledge to uphold high standards of 
practice, ethics, and professional conduct.
   “	e AICP certi�cation will enable me to 
stay up-to-date with changes and advances 
in the �eld and will allow me to network 
with other planning professionals, which 
ultimately increases my ability to provide 
the best possible service to my client.” Stated 
Troskey.
   CGA added planning to its wide array of engineering and land sur-
veying services with the addition of Troskey in 2017 and recently ex-
panded its capabilities with the addition of structural engineering and 
GIS. Visit www.cgaconsultants.com for more detail. 
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753-6691
Toll Free 1-888-753-6691

22E. Main St. • Marshalltown

Your Locally Owned
Choice For All Your

Insurance Needs!
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�ank You Ambassadors!Visit www.marshalltown.org for all the latest 
Chamber news and upcoming events.

Chamber Ambassadors Golf Outing
Winning Team

Terry Buzbee, Bruce Johnson, Mike Mason & Tony Giannetto Matt Yates, Nate VanBeceleare, Aidda Phomvisay & Tom Weise

Chamber Ambassadors Golf Outing Second Place Teams

�ank you to our Chamber Ambassadors Golf Outing Sponsors!
Awards & Dinner Sponsor:

Emerson-Fisher
Cart Sponsor:

Woodru Construction

Beverage Gazebo Sponsor:
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage

Closest to the Pin Sponsor:
Hay Construction

Big 8 Tyre

Exclusive Tee Box Sponsor:
Bickford Cottage

Glenwood Assisted Living
Grandview Heights

JBS
Marshalltown Alarm

ServiceMaster by Rice
Southridge Nursing & Rehab Center

Hole in One Sponsor:
Independent Insurance Services

Large Prize Sponsor:
Shomo-Madsen Insurance

Longest Drive Contest Sponsor:
Marshalltown Aviation

Longest Putt Sponsors:
Con-struct

Marshalltown Company
Putting Contest Sponsor:

Edward Jones Investments-Wirin

Registration Sponsor:
Hawkins Electrical Services

Continued on Page 7 Cole Jansen, Peter Collison, Travis Hunt & Nathan Minkel
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On July 28, 2020 the Chamber Ambassador’s held a ribbon cutting at 
Ambellish Salon and 319 Decor and Design held at 30 West Main Street 

in Marshalltown.  

Membership 101 program o�ered
   We are excited to o er Membership 101 on the �rst Wednesday of 
every month: October 7, November 4, and December 2. For the time 
being, it will be o ered virtually (via Zoom) and last no more than 40 
minutes. �e program will be held at noon and will feature information 
on what the Chamber is, what events and programs are available to 
you as a member, as well as marketing and social media opportunities. 
Learn more about how to get the most out of your membership!
   �is is also a great opportunity for a business owner who is not yet 
a member to learn more about membership. For more information, 
please contact Keri Morris at kmorris@marshalltown.org or watch for 
Zoom link in an upcoming email newsletter.

Accura Healthcare
Animal Medical Clinic
Arnold Motor Supply

B & G HVAC
Bolton & Menk

Bowman & Miller
Central Iowa Farm Store
Electric Supply Company

Ethington Heating & Cooling
Eyecare Associates

Fiddle & Whistle Pub
Floors & More

GNB Bank
Grecian, Dr. Colene
H & F Distributing

Happy Tails Pet Grooming
Ji y Convenience Store

M. Gervich & Sons
Marshalltown Christian School

Martin-Marietta
McAtee Tire

�ank you Chamber Ambassadors Golf Outing Sponsors continued..

Midwest Merchant Processing
Packaging Corporation of America

Premier Real Estate
RACOM

Roseland, Mackey, Harris Architects
Schendel Pest Control

Shomo-Madsen Insurance
Sign Creations

Smokin’ G’s BBQ Catering Service
SNT Trucking & Warehousing

Spahn & Rose
Structural Engineers P.C.

TIG Distributing
Times-Republican

US Bank
Vaughn’s Pub

Wandering Creek Golf Course
Wayward Social

Wells Fargo Advisors
Zeno’s

Tee Box Sponsors:

Business A�er Hours
Pinnacle Bank Tailgate Party (2206 S. Center St.)

�ursday, September 17 4:30-6:30 p.m.
All Chamber businesses and employees of Chamber businesses are welcome!
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 Call today and let us help you plan 
 your financial future.

 We have a wide variety of products and services  
 available to construct a portfolio consistent with 

 your financial goals and objectives.

 YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE 
 IS OUR #1 PRIORITY!

 Gary Schaudt - Registered Principal
 25 S. Center Marshalltown, IA 50158

 641-752-2041/800-369-1588

 Securities, insurance and advisory services offered through SagePoint Financial, Inc., member FINRA,  SIPC. 
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ADVERTISING 
SPECIALITIES

APARTMENTS

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

BRADSHAW FOWLER PROCTOR & 
FAIRGRAVE, P.C.

Joel T.S. Greer
Nicci M. Ledbetter
Abigail M. Hillers

112 W. Church St. Marshalltown
641-752-5467

www.BradshawLaw.com

AUTOMOTIVE

BUILDING SUPPLIES

CARPET CLEANING

MARSHALLTOWN 
TIMES-REPUBLICAN

135 W. Main
Marshalltown  

753-6611

SOUTHERN HILLS 
APARTMENTS

753-4533  
BOULDER PROPERTIES

1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments
 641-752-7767

www.venturellc.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

MOORE, McKIBBEN, 
GOODMAN, & LORENZ, LLP

Larry E. McKibben
James L. Goodman 
William J. Lorenz 
Douglas W. Beals
Michael R. Horn 
Norma J. Meade
Sean K. Heitmann 

Brandon W. Ruopp
Brandon J. Buck

Raymond J. Starks
26 S. 1st Avenue

Suite 302 
Marshalltown  

641-752-4271
www.marshalltownlaw.com

 PEGLOW, 
O’HARE & SEE

118 East Main Street
Marshalltown  

752-8800

ARNOLD MOTOR 
SUPPLY

116 E. Anson St.
Marshalltown

753-5533

SPAHN & ROSE 
LUMBER CO.
110 W. Madison St.

Marshalltown  

752-1541

SERVICEMASTER
Carpets • Upholstery 

Duct Work 
Commerical 

Janitorial Services  
752-3956

ENGINEERING & 
LAND SURVEYING

CLAPSADDLE-GARBER 
ASSOCIATES, INC.

16 E. Main St.
Marshalltown   

752-6701

HEATING & COOLING

B & G HVAC
1208 E. Main Street

Marshalltown 

641-752-3429

KAPAUN & 
BROWN

1002 W. LINCOLNWAY 
MARSHALLTOWN 

641-753-3563

CHASE 
INSURANCE SERVICES

105 A. Westwood Dr.
Marshalltown 

752-5733

SHOMO-MADSEN
INSURANCE
22 E Main St.
Marshalltown  

753-6691

INSURANCE

INDEPENDENT 
INSURANCE SERVICES

11 E. Church Street
Marshalltown 

752-4618

THE CABINET SHOPPE
217 N. 13th Street

Marshalltown 

753-4969
www.cabinetshoppe.net

KITCHENS

HEATING & COOLINGCOMMERCIAL 
CONSTRUCTION

WOODRUFF
CONSTRUCTION, LLC
info@woodruffcompanies.com
www.woodruffcompanies.com 

515-232-4535

CREDIT UNIONS

Lennox Employees Credit Union
1004 E. Main Street • Marshalltown, IA 50158

641-754-4501

GRIMES, BUCK, SCHOELL, 
BEACH & HITCHINS

Roger R. Schoell
Kevin R. Hitchins
Jeffrey P. Hazen

Breanna M. Nelson
Joel R. Thronson

102 East Church St., 
Marshalltown

641-752-4507
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              July  ‘20               Avg/Month            YTD Total
  Unique Visitors          6,402                  10,519   63,116
  Number of Visits       14,392                23,745               142,471
  Page Views             246,275          232,628              1,395,768 
  Hits           496,371           510,804            3,064,821
�e Marshalltown Area Chamber of Commerce’s website tra�c is strong. 

�e website includes information about the Chamber’s departments: 
government a�airs/advocacy, economic development, education and 

workforce, membership services, and quality of life and tourism.
Be sure to check it for business news, legislative updates, event photos, 

program information, job postings, and the Community Calendar.

www.marshalltown.org Statistics

�e Chamber will be closed in 
observation of Labor Day on 
Monday September 7, 2020.
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Find Marshalltown Area Jobs
www.marshalltown.org/jobs

GRANDVIEW
HEIGHTS

Rehab & Healthcare
910 E. Olive St. Marshalltown

752-4581
Where Our Family Takes Care of Yours!

NURSING 
HOMES

“Partners in Care, Family for Life”

2401 S. 2nd St. Marshalltown
641-752-1553

Of Marshalltown

MUSIC INSTRUCTION
& SALES

Lessons On Guitar • Bass & Piano
Guitars • Amps & Accessories

Repairs • School Band Supplies
I008 Summit Street

Marshalltown • 752·8876
www.randallsguitarschoolandmusicshop.com

SALVATION
ARMY

107 W. State St., 
Marshalltown

753-5236

MISCELLANEOUS

AUGUSTINE
COMPANY

1210 Industrial Blvd.,
Marshalltown
753-3875

PAINTING

PRO FINISH
COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL

PAINTING
641-751-3568

www.profinishiowa.com

TAX SPECIALISTS

H&R BLOCK
Tax & Business Services

204 E. Linn, Suite C
Marshalltown
752-4418

TELEPHONE SYSTEMS

Tele-Difference
Telephone Sales & Installation 

Phone & Data Cabling Specialists 

641/753-6422
telediff@heartofiowa.net 

Steve Hubbard • Adam Grant

PLUMBING & 
ELECTRIC

ELECTRIC SUPPLY OF
MARSHALLTOWN

1008 S. 12th Ave.
Marshalltown
752-4672

HARTWIG PLUMBING
& HEATING INC.
1002 W. Lincolnway

Marshalltown

752-5707

ACCU-TAX
1302 W. Main St.

Marshalltown

752-6033
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Economic development is about relationships.
It’s about bringing the right people with the right resources

to see a project to fruition to accomplish a speci�c goal 
which is to make the community 

an even better place to live and do business.  

  Employment  – Marshall County - June  2020                2019
  (Source: Iowa Workforce Development)
 Labor force    17,370                18,000  
 Unemployed    1,590  680  
 Percent unemployed   9.1                3.8  
 Total employment   15,780             17,320
  

Marshall County Construction - June  2020  2019
  (Source: Marshalltown Building Department)
 Building permits    30  16 
 New Residential Construction   $2,726,000 $358,000  
 Residential Addition/Remodeling  $89,000                  $156,000 
 New Commercial/Industrial Const.  $300,000 $940,000  
 Commercial/Industrial Remodeling $145,000 $92,000                                              

  Housing Sales Data - July   2020  2019
  (Source: Mid-Iowa Regional Board of Realtors)
 Single family home sales   39  54  
 Average sale price   $146,270 $139,271
 Median sale price   $145,000 $121,750

Economic Statistics

 Since program inception in 1981, the SBDC 
has helped Iowa businesses and 

entrepreneurs through no fee, con�dential, 
customized, professional business 

counseling and practical, aordable 
training workshops.  

Need an employee?
Looking for an employer?

Check out the Chamber’s online Marshalltown 
Job Postings at: 

www.marshalltown.org/jobs

Chamber welcomes Sheri Benson from ISU SBDC
   Sheri Benson is the newest member of the 
Iowa State SBDC team. She is looking forward to 
serving the small business community of Mar-
shalltown and it’s Marshall County neighbors. 
Although not a “native”, Sheri has lived most of 
her adult life in Central Iowa, and considers the 
so�ly rolling landscape home. Prior to join-
ing SBDC, she was very active in public board 
and nonpro�t work. She gained extensive small 
business acumen while operating a small busi-
ness herself and then coaching others. In her free 
time Sheri enjoys gol�ng, playing with grandchildren, jigsaw puzzles and 
reading a good book.
   For more information about scheduling a meeting with Sheri contact 
Sarah in the Chamber o�ce via email smarckres@marshalltown.org.
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For details on these and other events, 
visit marshalltown.org/events.

Summer of 1,000 Sel�es photo contest winner
   Steve Bensema and his daughter Olivia were winners in the Cham-
ber Tourism Summer of 1,000 Sel�es contest. �is photo of them atop 
Mildred’s Tower at Grimes Farm was the winner. �e contest had area 
residents submit photos of them out and about in Marshalltown. Photos 
included people hitting the bike trails, their favorite Marshalltown restau-
rant and other attractions in town. �e Bensemas won via a vote of “likes” 
on the Chamber Tourism Facebook page and took home $100 in Cham-
ber Bucks.
   Do you love visiting various Marshalltown sites? Feel free to continue to 
email your photos to Tourism Director Andrew Potter at apotter@mar-
shalltown.org and he can post them on the Chamber Tourism Facebook 
page to continue to promote our great community!

Blessing of the Bikes moved to May 2021
   �e 25th Blessing of the Bikes has been moved to May 2021. Look for 
more details on this event in the future. A big celebration is planned 
for this event, which blesses motorcycles for the riding season and it isa 
good way for bike enthusiasts to interact.

    �e Neil Hewitt show originally scheduled for Saturday, 
August 15 has been moved to 6 p.m. on Sunday, September 
6 at the Central Iowa Fairgrounds. �e outdoor show is free 
and open to the public.
   Hewitt is a country musician from nearby Nevada, Iowa. 
Among his career highlights are recording two albums in 
Nashville, Tennessee and performing as an opening show 
for several national acts.
   Hewitt said visitors to his Marshalltown show can expect a 
mixture of music. 
   “People can expect to hear some original music from my 
own albums, plus some classic covers from the 80s and 90s,” 
he said.
   He said he loves to be on stage and his favorite part of 
performing is “connecting with the audience and sharing 
my gi�.”

Richie Lee and the Fabulous 50’s

   Richie Lee and the Fabulous 50’s performed on August 2 at the Central 
Iowa Fairgrounds. �is is part of the free summer concert series at the 
fairgrounds.

Neil Hewitt show rescheduled
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�ank you to our sponsors for showing appreciation to our school system and college!

Presenting Sponsor:
Independent Insurance Services

Gold Sponsors:
Dave Wright Auto

Shomo Madsen Insurance
ServiceMaster of Marshalltown

Banner Sponsors: 
Beck’s Hybrid Seeds

Bowman & Miller PC
JBS

Wells Fargo Bank

Gold Sponsors:
McDonald’s Restaurant

Dave Wright Buick-GMC-Honda 

Silver Sponsor:
Shomo Madsen Insurance

Other Sponsors:
Beck’s Hybrids

Bickford of Marshalltown
Sports Plus Medicine & Physical �erapy

�eisen’s Home-Auto-Farm
Baymont Inn and Suites

M. Gervich and Sons

Tiger AppreciationEducator Appreciation
Other Sponsors:

Bergman Tax & Accounting
Dr. David Clark

Dr. John Collison
Eyecare Associates

GNB Bank
Hermanson Orthodontics

KCRM/KDNH Radio stations
M. Gervich & Sons

Mitchell Family Funeral Svc.
McFarland Clinic

Marshalltown Christian School
RACOM

Sports Plus Medicine & Physical �erapy

Taylor’s Maid-Rite
Trending Media

US Bank
Wells Fargo Advisors

Wertzberger Architects
Zeno’s
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