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Generations
Workshop

     A better understanding of each of the four 
generations currently employed in the workplace 
can resolve many problems and lead to a more 
productive and innovative business environment.
     To help our members gain this understand-
ing, the Chamber is hosting “The Age of Work: 
Generational Competencies in the Workplace” 
on Tuesday, January 27 from 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. at 
Elmwood Country Club.
     This half-day interactive workshop is de-
signed to help bridge the gap between Tradi-
tionalists, Baby Boomers, Generation Xers and 
Millenials.    The workshop will focus on under-
standing the similarities and differences among 
these generations, creating professional relation-
ships within multiple generations and enhancing 
the working experience to lead to greater produc-
tivity.
     Upon completion of this training, attendees 
will be able to better understand the personali-
ties, behaviors, preferences, values and work 
ethics of multiple generations.  Attendees will 

and strategies to connect with the next genera-
tions and foster effective and productive working 
relationships.
     This four-hour session is suitable for all ages 
and career levels.  Anyone in a management 
position is encouraged to attend.  Whether you’re 
at a corporate, mid-level or entry-level position, 
or simply a volunteer with a local organization, 
you’ll walk away with a greater understanding 
and appreciation of your co-workers.
     The “Age of Work” seminar is open to all 
Chamber members.  Cost is $25 per person.
Group rates are available.
     Register online at www.marshalltown.org/
chamber/events.php to attend.

2008-09 Area
Legislative Delegation

SENATE

Steve Sodders (D) District 22
steve.sodders@legis.state.ia.us
Standing Committees:
  • Agriculture
  • Education
  • Government Affairs
  • Judiciary
  • State Government
  • Veterans Affairs

Lance Horbach (R) District 40
lance.horbach@legis.state.ia.us
Standing Committees:
  • Economic Growth
  • Judiciary
  • Labor (Ranking Member)

HOUSE

Annette Sweeney (R) District 44
tim.kapucian@legis.state.ia.us
Standing Committees:
  • Agriculture
  • Education
  • Natural Resources
  • Veterans Affairs

Mark Smith (D) District 43
mark.smith@legis.state.ia.us
Standing Committees:
  • Environmental Protection
  • Human Resources (Chair)
  • Judiciary
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
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Midwest Construction
Bobby Baker, Marketing Coordinator

1601 South Taft Avenue
Mason City, IA 50401

641-424-4717
Midwest Construction is a family-owned and operated home improve-
ment company.  The company has improved homes in Iowa and Minne-
sota since 1958, specializing in windows, siding, sun rooms and gutters.  

The company’s slogan is “Quality products.  Quality installation.”

New Members
Following is a list of businesses that have invested in the greater

community by joining the Marshalltown Area Chamber of Commerce. 
Please support these businesses when making purchases

and business decisions. 

View past issues of the 
Chamber Digest on-line at 

www.marshalltown.org.

Have you visited the Chamber website lately?  
Go online to www.marshalltown.org for the 

online directory, Chamber news and upcoming events.

Chairman’s Message
     We have a new President and 
the only thing we can be sure of is 
things need to change.  Our Con-
gress and the new President will be 
working hard to try and get us out 
of the mess we are in. The State of 

we can do to balance the budget and 
get the state out of trouble.  We most 
likely will be faced with new laws 
and regulations all trying to deal 
with the recession.  Your Chamber 
will be working to make sure as 
these changes happen, they do not 
hurt all of us who are not going to 

be bailed out.  We need your support.
     Your Government Affairs Committee, chaired by Reed Riskedahl, has 
worked hard to come up with legislative priorities that we feel need our at-
tention. The Chamber will be actively working on priority issues like prop-
erty tax reform that relieves the pressure on commercial/industrial property; 

transportation infrastructure as examples.  As the legislators come up with 
new ways to raise money, (more taxes) or cut the budget (less services) the 
chamber can be your voice at the state house. If we do not say anything we 
can not complain.
     In this challenging economic time, I would also ask you to support 
Target 5 - Buy In!  Choose local vendors and services for your purchasing 
as much as you can. Target 5 has made a big difference, but no matter how 

do?  Talk to Ken or Lynn if you need some ideas.  
     I encourage you to actively use your Chamber membership.  As an 
example take the time to come to the business after hours .  Its a great way 
to network with other business people .  It serves to build relationships that 

better service and a reduced cost.
     I believe things will get better, it just might take a while.
     I assure you that the Chamber is working hard on your behalf.   Have a 
great 2009 . 

Ric Anderson
Chairman of the Board 

IT’S THE RELATIONSHIP BEHIND IT.
Whether you are just starting out or have an established
portfolio, we can help. Because you are at the center of
all we do. Call today.
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Chad Kunc
14 E. Southridge Road
Marshalltown, IA 50158
(641) 752-5401 • (800) 542-2223

Member SIPC • 2005 A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc.

AT A.G. EDWARDS, IT’S NOT
THE SIZE OF YOUR ACCOUNT
THAT’S IMPORTANT ...

IT’S THE RELATIONSHIP BEHIND IT.
Whether you are just starting out or have an established
portfolio, we can help. Because you are at the center of
all we do. Call today.
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Chad Kunc
14 E. Southridge Road
Marshalltown, IA 50158
(641) 752-5401 • (800) 542-2223

Member SIPC • 2005 A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc.

AT A.G. EDWARDS, IT’S NOT
THE SIZE OF YOUR ACCOUNT
THAT’S IMPORTANT ...

 AT WACHOVIA SECURITES, IT’S NOT
 THE SIZE OF YOUR ACCOUNT
 THAT’S IMPORTANT...

 Member SIPC • 2008 Wachovia Securities, LLC



January 27, 2009
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Elmwood Country Club
1734 Country Club Lane

February 18, 2009
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Home Federal Savings Bank
303 West Main Street

March 19, 2009
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Clapsaddle-Garber Associates
16 East Main Street

April 2009
Available for sponsorship

2009 dates still available - 
contact Lynn Olberding at the 

Business After Hours event at 
your business.  There are also 

opportunities to host a Business 
to Business Showcase.

These events are great ways to 
promote your business!
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LEADERSHIP

Board of Directors
Paul Gregoire
Chair Elect
Bill Thiede
Past Chair
Kathy Baker
Treasurer
Nick Loney
V.C. Business Growth & 
Development
Liz Zuercher 
V.C. Government Affairs
Doug Joslin
V.C. Membership
John Hughes
V.C. Quality of Life
Bill Grabe
MEDIC Chair

Doug Beals
Ellen Bergman
Scott Carnahan
Jacque Goodman
Jim Gruening
Fauna Nord
Jeff Vance

Gene Beach
City of Marshalltown
Deanna Davis
MCVB

Board of Directors
Deanna Davis
Vice Chair
Bob Wenner
Secretary
Mike Stegmann
Past Chair

Kay Clark
Jennifer Howard
Dan Moellers
Gary Ross
Chad Weir
Liz Wilke

Board of Directors
Dan Hassman
Chair Elect
Jim Lowrance
Treasurer
Rob Cooper 
Secretary
Brian Heitoff
Past Chair

Parke Adamson
Gene Beach
William Beohm
Bob Berger
Pat Brooks
Douglas Gervich
Sharon Greer
John Hermanson
Carol Hibbs
Dean Kenagy
Leon Lamer
Mike Miller
Loras Neuroth
Mike Schlesinger
Kevin Swartz
Don Turbiville
Kenn Vinson
Glenn Ytzen

Marvin Wade
Dick Hierstein
Mark Smith
Steve Sodders
Karen Squires
Tim Wynes

Chamber
Chair: Ric Anderson   

MCVB
Chair: Dennis Grabenbauer

MEDIC
Chair: Bill Grabe

The Chamber Digest is a monthly publication of the Marshalltown 
Area Chamber of Commerce, in cooperation with the Marshall Eco-

nomic Development Impact Committee and Marshalltown 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, who collaborate in creating 

opportunities for businesses, residents and visitors. 

Staff

Ken Anderson
President
Lynn Olberding
Director of Membership & 
Marketing
Shauna Banks 
Administrative Assistant
Tami Kerwood 
Administrative Assistant
Joel Akason
MEDIC President
Amy Mills 
MEDIC Executive Assistant
Shannon Espenscheid 
MCVB Director

709 South Center Street
P.O. Box 1000

Marshalltown, IA 50158
Phone: 641-753-6645

Fax: 641-752-8373
Email:

info@marshalltown.org

Thank You 
Reinvesting
Members

The reinvesting members printed in 
bold type marks those with 

years.

1st Rate Real Estate  5
Aaron’s Sales   1
Big 8 Tyre   8
Brandenberg Tax & Accounting 1
Consumer Credit Counseling 12
Enterprise Rent-a-car  12
Family Time   13
Hellbergs   14
Jiffy Convenience Store  16
KDAO    30
M & N Constrution.  1
MACS    1
Mama DiGrado’s  2
Man’s Best Friend  21
Mexico Antiquo   1
The Perfect Setting  4
Quality Service Corporation 5
River Oaks   10
Sears    8
Stroh Corporation  1
Tremont Grille   1
Tremont on Main  8
Ultimate Web   4

For a complete list of Chamber 
members, visit www.marshalltown.org.

Are you ready to increase 

Contact Lynn at 
641-753-6645 about online 

directory upgrades!
Visit the Chamber 

website at
www.marshalltown.org

Business
After Hours

Courses begin every 8 weeks
in Marshalltown

Call for an appointment to see what you need to

complete your 4-year degree!

call 641-752-0076 or
800.798.0076

located on the Marshalltown 
Community College campus
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FACES & PLACES
Faces & Places is a new feature in the Chamber Digest.  Each month 

this column will feature information about Marshalltown Area Chamber 
of Commerce members and volunteers. Faces & Places is a great way to 
utilize your Chamber membership.
     Submissions may include grand openings, management changes, em-
ployee promotions, moves, expansions, major developments and award 
recognition.  Submissions may include a photograph, if provided in a JPEG 
format.
     Due to space limitations, each item for Faces & Places should be no 
more than three sentences in length.  The editor reserves the right to deter-
mine what is newsworthy and included in the column.  Items that will not 
be accepted include: email changes, seminars or special event promotions 
that would be better addressed through advertising venues.
     To submit your news, email lolberding@marshalltown.org and put 
Faces & Places in the subject line, or mail information to Faces & Places,
P.O. Box 1000, Marshalltown, IA 50158.  Submissions must be received 
by the 10th of the month for inclusion in the following month’s Chamber 
Digest.

www.marshalltown.org Statistics
   
   Dec 08     YTD Total Avg/Month
  Unique Visitors 3,756      45,844  3,820
  Number of Visits 4,573      66,773  5,564
  Page Views  29,881     353,807  29,484
  Hits   124,480     1,566,458  130,538

1% more visitors, 1% more visits, 2% more views and 
30% more page views!

Don’t forget to check the chamber website for business directory 
information, event photos, program information and calendar of events.

Want to upgrade your online business directory listing?  

Ruddock promoted to 
Vice President/General Manager

     Tom Ruddock has been pro-
moted to the position of Vice 
President/General Manager, Fisher 

Tom will be replacing Frank deJong 
who recently took a position with 
the Process Systems and Solutions 
group in Austin, Texas.
     Tom’s solid operations experi-
ence, his Service Company back-
ground, his leadership driving 
Fisher’s global project management 
function, and his knowledge of the 
Sales and Order Planning (SOP) 
processes division wide will assure 
a seamless transition for Fisher and 

to Sabee Mitra’s Emerson Process Asia team.  In addition to the direct re-
sponsibility for Fisher operations in the region, Tom will oversee the Valve 

     Tom earned his engineering degree from Texas A&M University and 
joined Fisher in 1984.  After early years in the sales suite, Tom spent 7 
years as a Service Company Manager and later a Regional Service Di-
rector, before becoming the Marshalltown Plant Manager from 1996 to 
2001.  Transitioning from the Global Project Management role, Tom brings 

-
tions.
     Tom and his wife, Gina will be relocating to Singapore.

Evans named MCBD Director
     The Marshalltown Central Business District welcomes interim direc-
tor Wanda Evans to the organization.  Wanda has come out of retirement 
to direct the Main Street program.  Floyd Harthun, former interim director 
completed his tenure with MCBD on December 1.  The members of the 
MCBD would like to publicly thank Harthun for his endless energy and 
leadership to the program.
     Additionally, MCBD volunteers are exploring the reality of a SSMID 
(Self -Supported Municipal Improvement District) program for ongoing 
funding of the Main Street Program.  A SSMID program is described in 

district.”  A core group is researching the project to determine its value for 
the downtown area. 

in the Orpheum building have been removed and renovation will begin in 
late January.  

Grandview Heights to dedicate 
Comfort Suite

     You are invited to attend the dedication ceremony of the new Comfort 
Suite at Grandview Heights on Wednesday, January 28.  An open house 
will be held from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m., with the dedication ceremony of the 
new suite at 4:30 p.m.
     The Comfort Suite is designed for hospice patients and famlies who 
seek privacy and comfort the end of life.  Iowa River Hospice and Iowa 
Hospice will be involved in the dedication ceremony.
     Grandview Heights is located at 910 East Olive Street in Marshall-
town.
     Chamber members are invited to attend.
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BUSINESS NEWS
Tips for Networking

     Now more than ever, it’s important to network and create business con-
nections that will help your business through this tough economic time.
Plan to attend upcoming Chamber Business After Hours and utilize some 
of these tips to get the most from your networking:
  • Establish eye contact and smile.
  • Bring your business cards and hand them out.  Giving out your 

business card serves the purpose of telling people who you are!
  • If you don’t understand or hear a person’s name immediately, ask the   

person to repeat it.  “Fess up” immediately.

someone you don’t know.
  • Ask questions, engage in the process.
  • Don’t be afraid to travel in pairs - if the invitation to an event says   

“Bring a friend”, do so.
  • Don’t judge a book by its cover, you’ll be surprised who you might meet 

and what connections you might make.
Information collected from “Work the Pond” by Darcy Rezac.

For a list of upcoming After Hours events, turn to page 3.

Increase your online visability
     The Chamber’s website statistics on page 2 show the power and popu-
larity of this online resource.  In 2008 alone, the Chamber’s website re-
ceived over 1.5 million hits!
     Research shows that over half of professionals search the web when 

viewed pages are the Online Business Directory, where all Chamber mem-
bers are listed, and the relocation information.  As a Chamber member, 
you receive a “Basic” listing on the Business Directory.  That means your 
business is listed under one category (i.e. Electrical Contractor) with your 
complete business information: phone number, fax number, address and 
business representatives.
     For as little as $120 per year, your business can upgrade your online 
listing to include multiple categories, searchable key words, web link and 
email links.  Being connected to a strong website like the Chamber’s gives 
your website more power when online visitors search for your business on 
a search engine like Google.
     This is a great time to increase your online visability and promote your 
business.  Let the Chamber help!  Contact Lynn Olberding at the Chamber 

 •Streamlight & Pelican Lights
 •Security & Alarm Systems
 •Pagers & Two-way Radios

 913 Iowa Ave East
 Marshalltown
 (641) 752-0778

 YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE 
 IS

 OUR NUMBER 1 PRIORITY!

 We have a wide variety of products and services 
 available to construct a portfolio consistent with 

 your financial goals and objectives.

 Call Your AIG Financial Advisor Representative 
 today and let us help you plan 

 your financial future .

 Kileen D. Rezac, CFP
 Branch Office Manager
 25 S. Center
 Marshalltown, IA 50158
 641-752-2041/800-369-1588

 AIG Financial Advisors, Inc.
 Member FINRA and SPIC

 Securities offered through AIG Financial Advisors, Inc., a 
 registered broker-dealer, member FINRA, SIPC. Investment 

 advisory services offered through Kileen D. Rezac, RIA, 
 a registered investment advisor.
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CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

February 2009
Date   Event   Location
Bingo   Tuesdays   Senior Citizens Center
StoryTime  Tues. & Fri.  Public Library
Downtown Tot-Town Tues, Thurs. & Fri Veterans Coliseum
Nature’s Story Hour Feb 4   GrimesFarm & Conservation

Wedding Expo  Feb 8   Best Western Regency Inn
Local Foods program Feb 17   Fisher Community Center
Nature’s Story Hour Feb 18   GrimesFarm & Conservation
Wholly Brass  Feb 22   MHS/Community Auditorium
Romantic Comedy Feb 27-28  Martha Ellen Tye

Post your 2009 events on the MCVB self-posting calendar at 
www.visitmarshalltown.com

February 2009
Date  Group     Location
Feb. 14 IA Boys State Swim Meet  Community Y

Thank you for making Marshalltown your destination!

For the time and a description of the events below, log on to the 
MCVB website’s Calendar of Events at

www.VisitMarshalltown.com

Marshalltown hosts large meetings and conventions
     The Practical Farmers of Iowa held their annual meeting on January 9 
and 10 at Iowa Valley Continuing Education and Marshalltown Communi-
ty College.  The event was attended by more than 300 people.  Convention 
planners said that Marshalltown was very welcoming to their group and 
the facilities were wonderful.  MCVB provided a welcome reception for 
the attendees on Friday night serving Iowa cheeses, cider and John Ernest 
Wine.  In addition, the MCVB provided welcome bags for all attendees. 
     Many people in our community belong to an association or club.  If 
your club holds a quarterly or annual meeting, the Marshalltown Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau would love to put together a proposal for them to 
hold their meeting in Marshalltown. 
     The Marshalltown Convention & Visitors Bureau provides many com-
plementary services to lure potential meetings and events to town.  Below 
is a listing of services that we can provide.
     • Marshalltown Site Visit and Community Tour – MCVB personnel will 
accompany your club or association on a community tour and site visit to 
help you prepare your event agenda, logistics, and extra-curricular activi-
ties.
     • Welcome Bags – These complimentary plastic bags are available upon 
request. They are perfect for distributing registration materials to each del-
egate. The MCVB will provide a Visitor Guide and other MCVB “good-
ies”.
     • Marshalltown Visitor Guides – This comprehensive community bro-
chure provides information on hotels, restaurants, shopping, recreation, as 
well as a map.  One brochure for each registered delegate is available at no 
charge.  
     • Nametags – Your group will receive complimentary peel-and-stick 
nametags upon request. 
     • Grant Program – This is possibly one the most competitive advantages 
of hosting an event in Marshalltown.  The grant program is designed to 
help your club or association with promoting your event in Marshalltown, 
aiding you with transportation issues, or assistance to bid on large conven-
tions.
     •Welcome Reception – Groups hosting a multiple day convention in 
Marshalltown, with more than 75 attendees, may qualify for our compli-
mentary welcome reception.  This reception is hosted from either 5-5:30 
p.m. or from 5:30-6 p.m. on a weeknight of the event.  The MCVB and 
Chamber Ambassadors will host this reception and greet attendees.
     • Registration Assistance – Not only do we help with registration by 
providing complimentary nametags, but we can also provide a volunteer to 
help your club or association in your registration process.

our community by a local dignitary or community ambassador.
     • Tour Options – Marshalltown has many tour options available for 
your group.  Contact the MCVB to obtain a listing of the many attractions, 
eateries and historic places your club or association can visit during their 
stay.
     • Media Assistance – Press Releases and Contact Information – The 

MCVB will help your club or association get the word out in the area by 
providing you with media contact information.
     If you would like more information on our services or have questions, 

www.visitmarshalltown.com.

 Marshall Co. – 752-3956    
 Tama Co. – 484-5950

 Let us clean your:

 •  Carpet

 •  Upholstery

 •  Furnace Ducts

 Serving locally since 1971

 •  Fire & Water 

 Damage 

     Restoration

 •  Janitorial

 • Commercial
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CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
MCVB exhibits at Legislative 

Showcase
     Each year, the Travel Federation of Iowa sponsors a Legislative Show-
case to share the legislative priorities of the federation and its members.
This year’s event will be held at the Paul R. Knapp Animal Learning Cen-
ter at the Iowa State Fairgrounds on February 3rd and the Marshalltown 
Conventions and Vistors Bureau will be an exhibitor.  Each year TFI with 
the input of travel related businesses creates a list of legislative priorities 
for the upcoming legislative session.  The priorities are presented to legis-
lators by tourist destinations and industry partners.  The day starts with a 
luncheon and overview of the legislative priorities.  The priorities for the 
2009 session are;

-
age of $10.2 million.
     •  Enforce the current school start date.
     •  Continue to support TIME 21 Funding to repair and improve Iowa’s 
road system. 
     Every legislator is invited to the showcase where tourism partners 
discuss the importance of the priorities and the impact tourism has on the 
State of Iowa.  The MCVB is proud to be exhibiting at the showcase and 
being given the opportunity to visit with our legislators.

 We Have Everything  “Under One Roof ” For Your Special Day  At The Best Western  Regency Inn!

 • W EDDING   RECEPTIONS SEATING  400+  IN   ONE BALLROOM • B RIDAL  S HOWERS ,  R EHEARSAL  D INNERS & G IFT  O PENINGS
 • O N   SITE   CATERING   FEATURING

 DELICIOUS   FOOD • O VERNIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS   FOR FAMILY  &  FRIENDS ,  INCLUDES  F REE H OT  B REAKFAST  B UFFET
 • B RIDAL   HOT   TUB   ROOMS

 &  TWO   ROOM  R EGENCY  S UITE AVAILABLE

 Visit Deanna at the T-R 
 Bridal Show at the Best 
 Western Regency Inn on 
 Feb. 8th from Noon-3PM

 Regency Inn
 3303 S. Center 
  Corner Hwy 30 & 14  
 Marshalltown 

 641-752-6321

 “The Best Western helped  our wedding day to be special.   They assisted with most  aspects of planning our  wedding reception, were  willing to block off hotel rooms  for our guests, and readily  answered any questions we had  prior to the wedding.   Catering, set up, and clean up  was included, allowing us to  focus on other aspects of our  day instead of having to  coordinate between multiple  parties to provide these  services.   Furthermore,  there were always people  available to help with last  minute details.   We are fully satisfied with  TheBest Western and  recommend them to anyone  looking for a well coordinated,  professional, and experienced  business to help plan a  wedding reception.” Rachel and Tim Hosch

 www.marshalltown-lodging.com

 Tha
nk 

You

                        

 R a c h e l   &  T i m   H o s c h

 “When Success 
 and Experience Count...

 Put the Best to 
 Work For You!”

 752-5500
 2110 South Center

 Karri Henning, Broker/Owner ␣ Karri Henning, Broker/Owner ␣ Karri Henning, Broker/Owner 
 Valerie Vajgrt  �    � ␣ Julie Blazek  Valerie Vajgrt  �    � ␣ Julie Blazek  Valerie Vajgrt  �    � Julie Blazek 

 ␣ Kristin Polley  � ␣ Martha Garcia ␣ ␣ ␣ Kristin Polley  � ␣ Martha Garcia ␣ ␣ Kristin Polley  � Martha Garcia 
 Janet Miller  �   G. Ward Miller  �   Ginny Nielson Janet Miller  �   G. Ward Miller  �   Ginny Nielson Janet Miller  �   G. Ward Miller  �   Ginny Nielson
 ␣ Jane Chizek  � ␣ Rick Beasley  �  Sherry Beasley ␣ Jane Chizek  � ␣ Rick Beasley  �  Sherry Beasley Jane Chizek  � Rick Beasley  �  Sherry Beasley

 Melody Bennett  � ␣ Phil Henning␣ Melody Bennett  � ␣ Phil Henning␣ Melody Bennett  � Phil Henning
 Moises Garcia  � ␣ David Gooding ␣ Moises Garcia  � ␣ David Gooding ␣ Moises Garcia  � David Gooding 

 Beth Barrett   �  Joan Johnson Beth Barrett   �  Joan Johnson Beth Barrett   �  Joan Johnson
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AMBASSADORS VISITS

Request a Ribbon Cutting or Courtesy Call at your location.
The Ambassadors are the goodwill arm of the Chamber. 

Their scheduled time for courtesy calls and ribbon cuttings are at 
4:30 p.m. and 4:45 p.m. on the second and fourth 

Tuesday of the month.

schedule a visit at your business.

Contact 641-753-6645 or lolberding@marshalltown.org.

Kellie Hala, Executive Director of the Animal Rescue League (1921 Taylor 
Avenue) gave the Chamber Ambassadors a tour of the facility on January 
13, during a courtesy call.  The ARL celebrated 60 years of serving the 

Marshalltown area in late 2008.

The Chamber Ambassadors stopped by Ken Wise Buick-GMC-Honda 
(1000 North 3rd Avenue) on January 13 to celebrate the dealership’s nearly 
50 years as a Chamber member.  Jon and Tom Wise shared the history of 
the Ken Wise dealerships with the Ambassadors during the courtesy call.

The Chamber Ambassadors, community members, Library staff, volun-
teers, Santa and Mrs. Claus celebrate the grand opening of the new Mar-

shalltown Public Library (105 West Boone Street) on December 22.  Those 

public library in the state.  A portion of the funding for the library was 
made possible through a bond issue passed in 2006.  For information on 

the library, visit www.marshalltownlibrary.org.

Your local FarMutual agent understands farmers’ 

…and protect your family business

Take time 
to review 
your farm 
insurance 
needs…

Don’t be caught short on protection.

 MCRILL-STOWELL-
 CHRISTENSEN INSURANCE

 202 E. State St. • Marshalltown
 641-752-2447

 111 S. Main • Albion
 641-488-2214
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BUSINESS NEWS
Government Affairs 

luncheon held
     Iowa Chamber Alliance Executive Director David Roederer and U. S. 
Chamber of Commerce Regional Vice President Doug Loon presented 
up-to-date information about the upcoming state legislature and the new 
congress during the Chamber’s Government Affairs luncheon on Wednes-
day, January 14.  
     At the state level, Roederer noted that two things will dominate the ses-
sion - budget challenges and disaster relief.  He highlighted the Alliance 
legislative agenda that included property tax reform, setting education stan-
dards, maintaining and improving Iowa’s business climate, and improving 
the State’s highway infrastructure.
     Loon reported that Federal transportation authorization bill expires in 
2009, healthcare access and costs, taxes and what the stimulus package 
includes are all factors as Congress works with the new administration.

Business leaders gather at the Fisher Community Center to hear about 
upcoming state and federal legislative issues.

Des Moines Summit and 
Legislative Day scheduled

     The date for the Chamber’s 12th Annual Des Moines Summit and Leg-
islative Day has been moved to Thursday, April 2 (formerly scheduled for 
April 1).  This year’s summit will begin at 5:30 a.m. on April 2 with a pre-

summit meeting at the Fisher 
Community Center.  To 
review the Chamber’s 2009 
Legislative priorities, visit 
www.marshalltown.org/
chamber/government.php and 
click on the Chamber 2009 
Legislative Priorities link.
     Watch for more informa-
tion coming soon.

 Bobby Shomo 

 Agent

 Deb Ewoldt 

 Agent

 Kendall Shomo 

 HR/Accounting

 Nancy Flores 

 Agent

 COME GROW WITH US

 Toll Free 1-888-753-6691
 26 S. 1st Ave • Marshalltown
 www.Koehlerinsurance.net

 100% Locally Owned 
 &  Very Proud of It!

 Long Term Care/Disability

  Auto • Home

 Business

 Farm • Life
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Economic Statistics

  Employment – Marshall County  Nov 2008 YTD
    Labor Force     20,620 20,570
    Unemployed    1,200  980   
    Percent Unemployed   5.8  4.8   
    Total employment    19,420 19,590
  
  Marshalltown Construction  Nov 2008 YTD
    Building permits    18  163
    Residential Dwelling Units   3  69
    New residential construction value  $502,000 $9,538,000
    Residential addition/remodel value $174,500 $91,085,900
    New commercial/industrial permits 1,2  14
    New commercial/industrial value  $2,833,800 $11,417,800
    Remodeling commercial/industrial value $159,000 $25,855,000

Marshall County Construction  Nov 2008
    Building permits    3   
    Residential Dwelling Units   0  
    New residential construction value  $0  
    Residential addition/remodel value $21,760
    New commercial/industrial permits 1  
    New commercial/industrial value  $110,000
    Remodeling commercial/industrial value $0

Listen weekly to 
Chamber Chat

Sunday Mornings
6:30 am on 99.5 

KDAO FM
7:30 am on 1190 

KDAO AM
Keep up with the lat-

est Chamber, MCVB and 
MEDIC news.

Online tool helps MEDIC obtain 
accurate data

     Marshalltown’s year-end economic indicators appear to be holding 
steady and even stronger than ever in some areas tracked by the Marshall 
Economic Development Impact Committee.
     Marshalltown building permit valuations for new construction and re-
modeling for commercial/industrial projects in Marshalltown totaled nearly 
$39 million in 2008. This represents an $11 million increase over the 2007 
total. New commercial/industrial valuation amounted to over $11 million, 

-
eling of existing commercial/industrial buildings was over $25.5 million, a 

     Housing permits show an increase from 61 permits in 2007 to 69 per-
mits in 2008, and the valuation comparison shows a nearly equal amount 
for each year at just over $10 million.

$68,965,703 in 2008. This total is $2.9 million more than 2007.
     The 2008 November YTD Marshall County unemployment rate edged 
up to 4.8 percent. The 2007 unemployment rate was 4.0 percent. According 
to Iowa Workforce Development, the state’s unemployment rate for 2008 
was 4.0 percent; however, these rates are substantially below the compa-
rable 2008 U.S. unemployment rate of 7.2 percent.

For additional economic development 
information,

please visit www.marshalltownworks.com.

It is a great resource for current 
demographic information about 

Marshalltown, Marshall County and 
the state of Iowa. 

Marshalltown Commercial/Industrial Building Permits 
Comparison

Year New
Commercial/

Industrial
Permits

New
Commercial/ 

Industrial
Valuation

Remodeling
Commercial/

Industrial
Valuation

2008 15 $11,497,800 $27,432,000
2007 13 $8,747,000 $19,094,000
2006 12 $1,258,000 $8,092,500

 Tire & Service Center, Inc.

 “Your Hometown Tire and 
 Auto Service Center”

 205 E. Linn St. 
 Marshalltown 

 752-7511

 CPA
 Roger F. Hackman, 

 CPA, P.C.
 Tax, Accounting and
  Consulting Services

 107 Palmer St.
 Marshalltown, IA 50158

 (641) 752-3024
 Fax (641) 753-3942

 Cell (641) 485-4351
 E-Mail:  rghack@marshallnet.com
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BUSINESS NEWS

     We recognize that many of our chamber members face challenges 
on many fronts, including lower consumer spending, rising unemploy-
ment and tightening credit.  The Chamber is joining forces with the local 
S.C.O.R.E chapter to help Marshalltown businesses act quickly and deci-
sively, to protect their business as we look to 2009.
     The Central Iowa S.C.O.R.E. Chapter and the Chamber have teamed up 
to offer members a free business review and planning session.  The vol-
unteer experts of S.C.O.R.E. have experience in a wide range of business 

survival tips:
     1. Don’t panic - Be calm and realistic as you review your business and 
focus on the fundamentals. 
     2. Consult with mentors - Get feedback from informal advisors you 
trust.
     3. Look for local funding - Look locally for credit and funding needs 
and make sure your business plan is solid. 

are critical. 
     5. Continue your marketing - This is the time you need marketing the 
most.
     The Chamber and the Central Iowa S.C.O.R.E chapter are ready to as-
sist you.  Call 641-753-7672 or 641-753-6645 to get more information or 
set up a counseling session.

Small Business Survival

Help shape Marshalltown’s future and make this 
an even better place to live, work and raise 

a family!
For more information on the 

Imagine 2011 7 Big Ideas, visit 
www.imagine2011.com.

Iowa Legislature 
General Assembly

2009 Legislative Session 
Timetable

January 12 First day of session
February 20 Final day for individual legislator requests for bill drafts
March 13 Final date for Senate bills to be reported out of Senate committees
  Final date for House bills to be reported out of House committees

Mar 30 – Apr 30 Debate not limited by rule
April 10  Final date for House bills to be reported out of Senate committees
  Final date for Senate bills to be reported out of House committees

  Only the following bills are eligible for consideration by Joint Rule   
  20 unless otherwise indicated:
   • Appropriations Bills
      • Ways and Means Bills
      • Government Oversight Bills
      • Legalizing Acts
      • Bills co-sponsored by Majority and Minority Leaders of one House
      • Companion bills sponsored by Senate and House Majority Leaders
      • Conference Committee reports
      • Concurrent or Simple Resolutions
      • Bills passed by both Houses in different forms
      • Bills on the Veto Calendar
      • Administrative Rules Review Committee Bills
      • Committee Bills related to delayed Administrative Rules
      • Joint Resolutions nullifying Administrative Rules

May 1  110th calendar day of the session
For more information, visit www.legis.state.ia.us.

 www.everydaychampions.org
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

 VERNON 
 COMPANY
 Mary Kenagy  
 752-1798

 Apparel Calendars Gifts
 Pens & More

 ADVERTISING
 SPECIALTIES

 MARSHALLTOWN 
 TIMES-REPUBLICAN

 135 W. Main
 Marshalltown  
 753-6611

 CITY

 MARSHALL COUNTY 
 TREASURER

 Tax Department 754-6366
 Motor Vehicle Department  

 754-6360
 www.co.marshall.ia.us

 www.iowatreasures.org

 CARPET 
 CLEANERS
 SERVICEMASTER 

 OF MARSHALLTOWN
 707 Maytag Road
 Marshalltown  
 752-3956

 BUILDING 
 SUPPLIES

 SPAHN & ROSE 
 LUMBER CO.

 110 W. Madison St.
 Marshalltown  
 752-1541

 BATH & 
 KITCHEN

 IOWA WHOLESALE, INC. 
 THE BATH & KITCHEN SHOP

 14 S. Second Ave.
 Marshalltown  
 752-4555

 HELFER
 AUTO SERVICE

 108 W. State St.
 Marshalltown  
 752-5225

 ATTORNEY’S 
 AT LAW

 JOHNSON, SUDENGA, 
 LATHAM, PEGLOW, O’HARE
 118 East Main Street

 Marshalltown  
 752-8800

 ARNOLD 
 MOTOR SUPPLY

 116 E. Anson St.
 Marshalltown  
 753-5533

 BLOOD BANK

 2501 S. Center
 Marshalltown

 641-844-0144

 THE BLOOD 
 CENTER OF IOWA

 9TH STREET GALLERY 
 & FRAME

 506 S. 9th Street
 Marshalltown  
 752-2647

 CENTRAL IOWA 
 ART ASSOCIATION

 709 S. Center St.
 Marshalltown  
 753-9013

 ART

 APARTMENTS

 GRANT PARK 
 APARTMENTS
 Newly Remodeled One 
 Bedroom Apartments
 641-753-5420

 www.newburymanagement.com

 SOUTHERN HILLS 
 APARTMENTS

 753-4533
 BOULDER PROPERTIES

 1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments
   641-752-7767
 www.venturellc.com

 AUTOMOTIVE

 C ARTWRIGHT, DRUKER & RYDEN
 Rex J. Ryden

  John F. Veldey
 Joel T.S. Greer

 Sharon Soorholtz Greer
 Melinda G. Young

 112 W. Church St. Marshalltow n
 641-752-5467,  www.cdrlaw.com

 APARTMENTS  ATTORNEY’S 
 AT LAW

 ACCOUNTING
 BOOKKEEPING

 CENTRAL IOWA 
 BOOKKEEPING

 26 S. 1st Avenue 
 Suite 221

 Marshalltown 
 641-352-4600
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

 FINANCIAL PLANNING

 FINANCIAL PARTNERS GROUP
 Jason M. Kirke, CFP  ®

 124 West Main
 State Center,  IA

 641-483-9914
 800-483-9914

 ENGINEERING & 
 LAND SURVEYING

 CLAPSADDLE-
 GARBER 

 ASSOCIATES, INC.
 16 E. Main St.
 Marshalltown  
 752-6701

 AMERICAN 
 FAMILY 

 INSURANCE
 Bill Thiede-Agent

 2501 S. Center, Suite F
 Marshalltown  
 752-6367

 CHASE 
 INSURANCE 

 SERVICES
 105 A. Westwood Dr.

 Marshalltown  
 752-5733

 B & G
 HVAC

 104 Gould Street

 Gladbrook  

 641-473-3500

 KOEHLER 
 INSURANCE 

 AGENCY
 26 S. 1st Avenue

 Marshalltown  
 753-6691

 PENN MUTUAL LIFE 
 INSURANCE CO.
 1 6 East Main St., Suite 190

 Marshalltown  

 753-4762

 JEWELERS

 HELLBERG’S 
 JEWELERS

 13 W. Main Street
 Marshalltown  

 752-3675

 INDEPENDENT 
 INSURANCE 

 SERVICES
 11 E. Church Street

 Marshalltown  
 752-4618

 CONSTRUCTION

 CESSFORD 
 READY MIX

 101 Washington St.
 Marshalltown  
 752-7121

 EMBROIDERY

 IN STITCHES
 36 E. Main St. 
 Marshalltown  
 752-8335

 MANUFACTURER 

 RYERSON TULL 
 COIL PROCESSING

 1107 E. Main St.
 Marshalltown  
 753-3511

 INSURANCE

 HEATING & 
 COOLING

 INSURANCE

 IOWA HEARING 
 AID CENTER
 2500 S. Center Street

 Suite 3400 
 Marshalltown, Iowa
 641-753-1426

 HEARING AIDS

 HOME INSPECTIONS

 IDEAL HOME 
 INSPECTIONS, LLC

 Dave Borton, Insured  
 641-485-3447

 Request An Inspection 
 Online at:

 www.IdealHomeInspections.net

 CONTRACTORS

 LANDON-
 LANDON & 

 ASSOC.
 702 S. 3rd Ave.

 Marshalltown, IA 50158
 www.landon-landon.com
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

 RESTAURANTS

 SUB CITY
 Kevin Angstman

 8 E. Main
 Marshalltown

 752-1375

 Would you like to have your Chamber Business listed? Contact your 
 Times-Republican Sales Representative to have your Chamber 

 Business Listed on this Chamber Directory.

 NURSING 
 HOMES

 GRANDVIEW 
 HEIGHTS

 910 E. Olive St.
 Marshalltown 
 752-4581

 PLUMBING & 
 ELECTRIC

 ELECTRIC SUPPLY OF 
 MARSHALLTOWN
 1008 S. 12th Ave.

 Marshalltown  
 752-4672

 MISCELLANEOUS

 ADULT ODYSSEY
 907 Iowa Avenue East

 Marshalltown  

 752-6550

 AUGUSTINE 
 COMPANY

 1210 Industrial Blvd.
 Marshalltown  
 753-3875

 SALVATION ARMY
 107 W. State St.

 Marshalltown 
 753-5236

 SOUTHRIDGE NURSING 
 & REHAB CENTER

 309 W. Merle Hibbs Blvd.
 Marshalltown 
 752-4553

 VILLA DEL SOL
 2401 S. 2nd Street

 Marshalltown
 752-1553

 HARTWIG PLUMBING 
 & HEATING INC.

 405 S. 2nd Ave
 Marshalltown  
 752-5707

 PROSTHETICS

 CLARK & ASSOCIATES
 PROSTHETICS & ORTHOTICS

 MMSC Rehab Bldg.
 1910 S. Center
 Marshalltown

 753-0067

 RADIO

 KFJB-KXIA
 123  W. Main St.

 Marshalltown 
 753-3361

 SUBSTANCE ABUSE
 TREATMENT

 SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
 TREATMENT UNIT

 SATUCI
 Marshalltown  
 752-5421

 H&R BLOCK
 Tax &  Business Services

 204 E. Linn, Suite C
 Marshalltown
 752-4418

 TAX SPECIALISTS

 ACCU-TAX
 1302 W. Main St.

 Marshalltown  
 752-6033

 NURSING 
 HOMES
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YOUNG PROFESSIONALS

Do you know a young professional in the 
community that may be interested in the 

Marshalltown Young Professionals?
Employees of Chamber member businesses 

can join MYP now for just $25!

Please contact Lynn Olberding at the 
Chamber, 641-753-6645, for more 

information.

3rd Annual Sip. Savor. Support.
Wine Tasting Event planned

MYP member participate in the 
Live Healthy Iowa Challenge

Plan to attend:
3rd Annual Sip.Savor.Support. 
Wine Tasting & Silent Auction

Wednesday, February 11, 2009
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Tickets are $15 in advance, $20 
at the door. 

     Members of the Marshalltown Young Professionals are participating in 
the 100 day Live Healthy Iowa challenge.  The Live Healthy Iowa chal-

     The Marshalltown Young Pro-
fessionals invite you to the 3rd 
Annual Sip. Savor. Support. Wine 
Tasting and Silent Auction on 
Wednesday, February 11 from 6:00 
- 8:00 p.m. at Elmwood Country 
Club.
     The event will feature wines 
from John Ernest Vineyard & Win-
ery, live music and a silent auction.  
A portion of the proceeds for the 

Partner with Youth campaign.
     “We have been able to donate 
$3,500 towards the Partner with 
Youth campaign from funds raised 

events,’ said Denise Kemp, MYP 
President.  “We feel this is a great 
event and it comes just in time for 
Valentine’s Day.”
     Tickets are available at the 

from any MYP member.  You can 
also request tickets online at www.
marshalltownyp.com.  Tickets are 
$15 in advance, $20 at the door.
     “Ticket sales are going well,” 
said Kemp, “but we would like to 
have our largest crowd yet for this 
year’s event.  We are excited about 
some of the changes for the 3rd 
Annual event, like live music, and 
hope these changes encourage more 
people to get February 11 on their 
calendars.”
     A complete list of silent auc-
tion items will be available on the 
Marshalltown Young Professionals 
website beginning February 4.  If 
your business would like to donate 
a item for the silent auction, please 
contact Lynn Olberding at the 

     For more information, visit 
www.marshalltownyp.com

Live Healthy Iowa 
Team MYP Rocks 
members pictured 
(L to R): Denise 
Kemp, Shannon 

Espenscheid,
Lynn Olberding, 

Jason Olberd-
ing, Matt Ken-

nedy.  Unavailable 
for the photo: 

Amanda Thill and 
Brook Otto.

lenge is a team-based weight 
loss and physical activity pro-
gram that helps participants 
make positive changes that lead 
to a healthier lifestyle through 
increased physical activity and improved nutrition.
     “Team members have joined this challenge for a number of reasons,” 
said Team Captain Lynn Olberding.  “Some want to lose weight, some 
want to train for a marathon, some just want support in improving their 
health.  We are also competing in the state-wide young professionals 
challenge with the help of YPIowa.  Eighteen teams of YP members from 
across the state have signed up for the program to get more active.”
     The challenge started on January 14 and runs through April 23.
     If you are interested in getting a team together there is still time to sign 
up for the Live Healthy Iowa program.  Visit www.livehealthyiowa.org for 
program details.

 Receive Total 
 Home Comfort At

 1002 West Lincolnway
 753-3563

 KAPAUN & BROWN, Inc.
 A Premier Lennox Dealer
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BUSINESS NEWS
Chamber prepares for annual Spring Home & Garden Show

     If the cold weather and snow-
covered ground have you looking 
forward to spring, mark your calen-
dars and plan to attend the Spring 
Home & Garden Show March 13 
– 15, hosted by the Marshalltown 
Area Chamber of Commerce.
     The Spring Home & Garden 
Show is a three-day event featuring 
home-related products and services 
any homeowner will need to get 
started on those spring and summer 
projects.
     Booth space is still available and 

serve basis.  If you would like to 
display at the show, contact Lynn 

641-753-6645 or download registra-
tion materials online at 
www.marshalltown.org.

Chamber’s Spring Home & 
Garden Show

March 13 - 15, 2009

Show hours:
Fri., March 15: 5 - 9 p.m.

Sat., March 16: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sun., March 17: Noon - 5 p.m.

Saturday - Don’t miss the Iowa 
Speedway pace car and display.  
Plus, stop by for a chance to win 

tickets to an upcoming race!

On Sunday, stop by the show for 
a display by the Central Iowa 
Art Association, face painting 

for kids and much more!

 Mac Copenhaver
 Administration

 Lance Horbach
 Agent

 Mark Rohde
 Agent

 Matt Roelsgard
 IS Manager

 Karen Neuroth
 HR-Accounting

 Darla Rowley
 Agent-CSA

 The  POWER  of CHOICE The  POWER  of CHOICE
 11 East Church Street • Marshalltown, Iowa • 752-4618

 Auto • Business • Life • Homeowners • Crop/Hail • Farm Property & Liability 
 Medical • Workers Compensation

 LOCAL CLAIMS SERVICE
 www.insurecentraliowa.com

 Finding Solutions
 for   YOU

 Dan Mead
 Agent

 Heather Loney
 Agent-CSA

 Deb McNamara
 Agent - CSA

 Bonnie Ohrt
 Processer

 Kristi Carlson
 HR-Accounting

 Robin Angstman
 Agent-CSA

 Judy Couser
 Processor

 Paul Beals
 Agent

 Sue Gannaway
 Agent-CSA

 Loras Neuroth
 Agent

 Patrick Hageman
 Agent

 Angela Haugen
 Administrative 

 Assistant
 Rich Mohon

 Agent
 Jody Eygabroad

 Agent-CSA


