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   Many initiatives could

come to the table when the

Legislature convenes in Janu-

ary — but how many will get

passed in a contentious elec-

tion year with a divided Iowa

Senate remains to be seen.

 One of the things

Marshalltown legislators

agree on is that there could

be some work in making

health care costs more af-

fordable to small business

employers. This has been

named a priority for Gov.

Tom Vilsack, who has pro-

posed hiking the cigarette tax

80 cents per pack to pay for

it. Both parties seem to agree

something needs to be done

concerning healthcare costs.

   “We will probably work to-

ward doing what we can on

the state level to assist small

business employers with the

burden of health insurance

cost,” said Sen. Larry

McKibben, R-Marshalltown.

  Rep. Mark Smith, D-

Marshalltown, said “despite

what may be a partisan atmo-

sphere at the Iowa Statehouse

this year, this issue has a good

chance.”

     “I am encouraged by what

I’m hearing from both parties,

regarding an interest to do

something to help small busi-

ness with their health care

costs,” he said. “There will be

Sen. Larry McKibben Rep. Mark Smith

Legislative Preview

By STEPHANIE

LOVELACE

T-R Staff Writer

    Marshalltown Chamber of

Commerce officials have

opened a direct line of com-

munication with local busi-

ness owners thanks to a new

meeting program called

Curbside Conversations.

    Through this outreach pro-

gram local businesses have

the opportunity to meet with

other Chamber of Commerce

members and officials to

share business concerns.

    “We need to find out what

things need to be worked on

and what things need atten-

tion that aren’t getting atten-

tion,” said Ken Anderson,

chamber president. “We fig-

ured this would be an easy

way for business owners to

tell us how to help them. It’s

a win-win situation.”

     In order for Chamber of-

ficials to meet with as many

owners as possible their busi-

nesses have been divided into

districts, with 20 to 30 busi-

nesses in each.

     All businesses within each

district will then be invited to

one business location serving

as host for the discussion.

Ken Wise auto dealership was

the first to serve as host for

their district while Chase In-

surance Services followed

soon after.

   According to Anderson

both Curbside Conversations

sparked interest in business

owners as they appreciated

the opportunity to share their

concerns.

   “The meetings are more

like informal conversations,”

Anderson said. “We have

nothing planned ahead of time

to pull out information from

anyone, we want the issues

to come from them on their

own.”

    After the concerns are

shared Anderson and other

Chamber officials work to

come up with possible solu-

tions which they plan to share

at follow-up meetings with

business owners.

   While a date has not yet

been set for the next meet-

ing, Anderson said the district

has been chosen and will in-

clude businesses west on

Iowa Ave.

more pooling efforts to assist

companies with health insur-

ance costs.”

   However, while there is

some agreement that some-

thing needs to be done, the

devil lies in the details.

Vilsack’s proposed cigarette

tax has been met with some

resistance throughout the

ranks of Republicans. “I have

never been a strong supporter

of tax increases and I don’t

expect to now,” McKibben

said.

     Rather, the Marshalltown

senator would rather look at

what the current budget is

funding and prioritize re-

sources to key areas, which

may include business health

care costs.

   Doing that would likely

mean a reduction of funds for

some other area, though with

the growth rate in the state

budget due to a rebounding

economy, it may also be a pos-

sibility that it could be done

with no cuts to any other por-

tion of the state’s budget.

    Property tax reform is also

a target area among the

state’s businesses. The Iowa

Chamber Alliance (ICA) has

Preview cont. on page 16
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“The next 3-5 years will be

very exciting for Marshalltown’s

metro area. Many people are

firmly committed to achieving

our economic development

goals. Patience and persistence

is key.”
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NEED
 STEEL?

 Marshalltown
641-352-5227 1-800-622-8833

 We are a turnkey builder serving 
 Marshall County and all 

 surrounding counties. 
 We have over 150 plans to choose 

 from or bring your own.
 (641) 752-4920
 1603 Iowa Ave. W

 Marshalltown
 Stop in & See Our 

 Showroom
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Marie Steenlage reflects on community leadership

Marie Steenlage

     With a professional plan

for the future of downtown

Marshalltown in the making,

Marie Steenlage steps into

the Marshalltown Central

Business District director po-

sition with a lot going on.

     Fortunately, she has met

similar challenges before.

Weaving businesses into an

active, cooperative down-

town she did it in Manches-

ter. Handling major events

with national media attention

had been there in Britt.

     She has spent 15 years

developing communities in

Iowa, and Marshalltown is

next.

     “I certainly want to help

develop the Main Street Pro-

gram and take it to another

level,” she said.

     Among her initial ideas

are working to provide better

resources for existing and po-

tential businesses as well as

the public.

    “I would like the new

Main Street office to be a

Small Business Resource

Center which would provide

various resources,” she said.

“For example, hosting small

business start-up or expan-

sion classes, providing busi-

ness counseling and posting

available property informa-

tion.”

     Another goal to work to-

ward is “developing a com-

prehensive downtown incen-

tive program to improve com-

mercial and retail properties,”

she said.

    While those may be long-

term plans, Steenlage’s pre-

liminary agenda centers

around getting to know the

downtown business owners

she will be working for, and

so far that has not been hard.

    “It’s easy to get to know

people,” she said of her first

impressions of Marshalltown.

“It’s extremely friendly. It has

a real small-town feel to it.”

The task may be easy, but it

is no less important to her job.

     “I want to continue to get

to know all the different

stakeholders in the commu-

nity, to learn what’s been done

and where to go from there,”

Steenlage said.

  The future of Marshall-

town’s downtown hinges on

how well people work to-

gether, she added.

     “One of my goals is com-

munication, personal one-on-

ones with business owners

and the community.

[Marshalltown] seems very

open and progressive to new

ideas,” she said.

     The incentive program she

hopes to bring to

Marshalltown’s downtown

succeeded in Manchester,

where she served as execu-

tive director of the Chamber

of Commerce for the past six

years.

   There Steenlage imple-

mented a 10-component

downtown incentive program

that was utilized by 35 build-

ings and for more than 50

projects, she said. ”Having

that experience has helped

me see what potential there

is in the city, Chamber, busi-

nesses and financial institu-

tions working together,” she

said. “You can see what a

difference it can make.”

   Prior to that, Steenlage

spent eight years at the

Chamber in Britt, where the

annual National Hobo Con-

vention brought major media

like the BBC, USA Today,

National Geographic, Voice of

America and the History

Channel to her door for help

on reports, articles, features

and films.

     Her first exposure to the

Main Street Program came in

Clear Lake during an intern-

ship that followed the comple-

tion of her education at

Waldorf and Buena Vista,

with majors in English and

psychology and a minor in art.

   Apart from her work,

Steenlage enjoys gardening,

writing, reading, traveling and

painting when she is not

spending time with family or

friends. Besides visits to Iowa

City, Chicago and Portland,

Ore., where her two sons and

daughter live, she has jour-

neyed to Wales and England,

Hong Kong and China, and

Spain.

   “I enjoy the richness of

other cultures in my life,” she

said.

We Are Proud To Announce

That Effective Immediately 

SunAmerica Securities, Inc.

Will Be Known As

AIG FINANCIAL ADVISORS, INC.

Kileen D. Rezac, CFP
Branch Office Manager
25 S. Center
Marshalltown, IA 50158
641-752-2041/800-369-1588AIG Financial Advisors, Inc.

Member NASD and SIPC

Our Newly Created Broker-Dealer Is An Endeavor To 
Eliminate Duplicative Functions Of The Three 

Independent Broker-Dealers Affiliated With  AIG

Our Name Has Changed But The Superior Quality 
Service And Independence You Have Grown To Know 

And Trust Will Remain The Same.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Economic Statistics
Employment                Oct. 2005 YTD

Marshall Co. Residents in labor Force       21,080              20,930

Percent Unemployed          4.3%                 5.3%

Total Employment (residents)       20,170              19,820

Marshalltown Construction                Nov. 2005 YTD

Building Permits              14                   162

Residential Dwelling Units                3                     23

New Residential Construction Value   $575,000       $4,027,000

Residential Addition/Remodeling Valuation     $18,600       $2,087,600

New Commercial/Industrial Permits                1                    15

New Commercial/Industrial Valuation                    $145,000       $4,658,000

Remodeling Commercial/Industrial Valuation    $154,000     $17,458,000

Housing               Oct.  2005 YTD

Home Sales, Single Family Dwelling             57                   513

Average Sale Price    $87,623            $98,600

Median Sale Price    $81,500            $87,300

Visit www.marshalltownworks.com for additional statistics

     The Marshall Economic

Development Impact Com-

mittee (MEDIC) recently

held their recognition event,

“Recognizing Success – Re-

porting Accomplishments,” at

the Best Western Regency

Inn.

     Mike Miller, Chair of

MEDIC, reported on the

progress that’s been made on

the economic development

goals set by the committee

one year ago. He announced

that MEDIC has exceeded

their goal of $1 million for their

2005-2010 fundraising cam-

paign and have reached 51%

of the $250,000 goal set for

the 2500 Club – a first ever

initiative to build a dedicated

incentive fund.

     Other goals achieved in-

clude: establishing a first-in-

Iowa downtown wi-fi zone;

cosponsoring a first-ever en-

trepreneurial conference;

conducting business retention

calls and working with local

companies on their facility

and expansion needs; lobby-

ing for and receiving addi-

tional Federal Transportation

dollars for Highway 30 and

Highland Acres Road.

     Ken Anderson, president

of MEDIC, introduced Joel

Akason, recently hired as the

new MEDIC president.

Akason comes to Marshall-

town after working at the

Greater Des Moines Partner-

ship and the Oskaloosa

Chamber of Commerce. He

will start his duties in

Marshalltown  on Dec. 19.

     William Krause, CEO of

Krause-Gentle Corp., was the

keynote speaker. A short film

was presented that outlined

his lifetime achievements and

he spoke of his entrepreneur-

ship and how he has built his

business.

     Awards were presented

to recognize outstanding busi-

nesses and leaders in local

economic development.

   Anderson presented

awards to outstanding

MEDIC partners. Receiving

awards were Marshalltown

Medical & Surgical Center

for their generous financial

support, Bruin Manufacturing

for developing and donating

boxes to MEDIC, and Rogers

Elementary School Staff for

their exceptional donation.

     Miller presented the Busi-

ness Growth Award to

Fakespace, for their outstand-

ing business growth that sup-

ports the economy of the

Marshalltown area. The En-

trepreneurial Spirit Award

was presented by Jim

Lowrance, MEDIC trea-

surer, to Larry Raymon, presi-

dent of DONCO Air Prod-

ucts, for his entrepreneurial

spirit that has grown local

jobs.

    Mike Schlesinger, MEDIC

Marketing Chair, presented

business milestone awards to

companies that have been in

business over 100 years, in 5

year increments. Award re-

cipients were: Evans Ab-

stract, 125 years; Fisher Con-

trols, 125 years; Swift &

Company, 110 years; Lennox

Manufacturing, Inc., 110

years; and Marshalltown

Company, 100 years.

MEDIC reports accomplishments and recognizes leaders

The Rogers Elementary School Staff received a

MEDIC Partner award for their generous financial

support at the recent MEDIC Recognition event.

 •Security & Alarm Systems
 •Pagers & Two-way Radios
 •Authorized Nextel Dealer

913 Iowa Ave East
Marshalltown
(641) 752-0778

Tire & Service Center, Inc.

“Your Hometown Tire and 
Auto Service Center”

205 E. Linn St. 
Marshalltown 

752-7511
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

     Hoglund Bus Company

recently opened its new Iowa

operations center in the

Marshalltown Industrial Park.

“Hoglund Bus Company has

been a great part of the

Marshalltown business com-

munity since 1999, and we

are excited that they chose to

expand their business in our

community,” said Ken Ander-

son, Chamber President.

     Hoglund Bus Co., Inc.,

owned by Wayne and Lisa

Hoglund, has grown and de-

veloped as a leader in the

transportation industry over

the past fifty -five years in the

state of Minnesota. The cor-

porate headquarters have

been located in Monticello,

Minnesota, since its founding

by Stuart and Arleen

Hoglund.  In 1999 the com-

pany expanded to

Marshalltown, IA; and cur-

rently employs 5 full-time

staff and 3 part-time staff in

Iowa.

     Wayne and Lisa, together

with their daughter Holly

Hoglund Klein, were eager to

build a new facility in order

to better serve their customer

base.  “We enjoy doing busi-

ness in Iowa and are commit-

ted to a long term relationship

with our customers; therefore

we want to provide them with

a full service dealership.  By

having a full service dealer-

ship we are able to perform

service work and sell parts

out of our new facility, in ad-

dition to bus sales.  We look

forward to continuing to part-

ner with the customers we

serve.”

     Hoglund Bus Company’s

mission is to deliver top qual-

ity mobility products at a fa-

vorable cost, to provide a first

class parts and service facil-

ity, and to maintain a mutu-

ally beneficial relationship

between their suppliers, their

company, and their custom-

Marshalltown Industrial Park officials celebrate Hoglund Bus Company Expansion

ers.

     Offering a full line of IC

Corporation products, includ-

ing school and commercial

buses, Hoglund Bus Com-

pany is focused on delivering

mobility. They also carry Dia-

mond and Glaval commercial

buses, as well as Mid Bus

school and commercial mini

buses.

     Hoglund Bus Company’s

expansion in Marshalltown is

one more example of how

Marshalltown Works for

Business, and our central

Iowa location is a great busi-

ness advantage.

A ribbon cutting ceremony took place on

Dec. 1 for the Hoglund Bus Company at

their new location 823 South 19th Avenue.

Hoglund Bus Company recently completed their

new building in the Marshalltown Industrial Park.

They have been a part of the Marshalltown

business community since 1999.

www.kenwise. com
24/7

WHAT IS THE EASIEST 
WAY TO BUY 

AN AUTOMOBILE?
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Over 500 Competitors Travel to Marshalltown

for MAT’s “Circus Of The Stars “

     Marshalltown Area Tum-

bling/Trampoline (“MAT”)

hosted a two-day invitational

entitled “Circus Of The Stars”

December 3-4 at the

Marshalltown Community

College gym.  Approximately

300 athletes participated in

Saturday’s Tram-

poline & Double-

Mini meet and 550

athletes competed

in Sunday’s Power

Tumbling invita-

tional. Nearly 70

competitors were

from the

Marshalltown area.

     In addition to

the tumblers/tram-

polinists, approximately 2,000

spectators came from all

across the state. This was the

first of two meets that MAT

will be hosting in the next

year in Marshalltown, with

the next invitational being

Pre-State set for April 1-2,

2006.

     The MAT Tumbling/

Trampoline events attract a

large number of participants

due to the well-organized for-

mat and the club’s outstand-

ing reputation at both the

state and national level. The

MAT club has great support

from parents, grandparents

and students, all of whom

work very hard to make the

events the best in the state of

Iowa.

     With the increasing popu-

larity in Power Tumbling and

Trampoline, these types of

events will continue to grow.

Tumblers range from ages 2-

20, and include many differ-

ent levels of difficulty from

beginner to elite. Although

Tumbling and Trampoline is

an individualized sport,

sportsmanship, positive self-

esteem and strong friendships

are ingredients to make a

team complete.

     Each student participating

receives a trophy regardless

of place, to reward each stu-

dent for their efforts. All

Trampoline

and Double-

Mini compe-

tition is per-

formed on

either a 7’ X

14’Olympic

euro tram-

poline and/or

Double-Mini

trampoline.

The multiple

flipping and twisting of the

athletes 20-35 feet in the air

is amazing to watch. All tum-

bling competition “passes”

are completed on either panel

mats, or on an elevated rod

floor. Every move from a

simple forward roll to double

backs (two flips in the air) are

common at these meets.

     Marshalltown Area Tum-

bling/Trampoline is coached

by Ron Brooks and Diane

Peden. For more information

on upcoming events please

contact MAT. Tumbling and

Trampoline at 641-752-6373.

The Marshalltown Convention and Visitors Bureau is

dedicated to promoting the Marshalltown area as a

destination for meetings, conventions, group tours,

and recreational activities, with an emphasis on

overnight business.

The Marshalltown Convention and

Visitors Bureau wishes you and your

family a fantastic year in 2006

IT’S THE RELATIONSHIP BEHIND IT.
Whether you are just starting out or have an established
portfolio, we can help. Because you are at the center of
all we do. Call today.
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Chad Kunc
14 E. Southridge Road
Marshalltown, IA 50158
(641) 752-5401 • (800) 542-2223

Member SIPC • 2005 A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc.

AT A.G. EDWARDS, IT’S NOT
THE SIZE OF YOUR ACCOUNT
THAT’S IMPORTANT ...

Marshall Co. – 752-3956
Tama Co. – 484-5950

Let us clean your:
• Carpet
• Upholstery
• Furnace Ducts
• Fire & Water 

Damage
    Restoration
• Janitorial
• CommercialServing locally since 1971

CPA
Roger F. 

Hackman,
CPA, P.C.

Tax, Accounting and
 Consulting Services

107 Palmer St.
Marshalltown, IA 50158

(641) 752-3024
Fax (641) 752-3024
Cell (641) 485-4351

E-Mail: rghack@adiis.net
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TOURISM

For the time and a description of the events below, log on to the

MCVB website’s Calendar of Events…www.VisitMarshalltown.com

January 2006
Event Date Location

Happy New Year! January 1

MCVB Offices Closed January 2

Bingo Tuesdays Senior Citizens Center

Storytime Tues. and Fri. Public Library

Nature Story Hour Jan. 4 GrimesFarm

Sidewalk Sales Jan. 12-16 Marshall Town Center

Nature Story Hour Jan. 18 GrimesFarm

Health Fair Jan. 21 Marshall Town Center

Buena Vista University “Sit In” Jan. 22 Marshalltown Community College

Who’s Meeting in Marshalltown
January 2006

Meetings/Conventions/Tournaments # Location

Parent Educator Connection 32 Marshalltown Community College

United States Trotting Association 110 Best Western Regency Inn

Alcohol Anonymous State Meeting 100 IA Valley Continuing Education

Pampered Chef Conference 250 IA Valley Continuing Education

IA County Conservation Board Employees 225 Best Western Regency Inn

IA Fruit and Vegetable Growers Assoc. 100 Best Western Regency Inn

International Harvester Collectors Assoc. 170 Best Western Regency Inn

     On Tuesday, December

13th, representatives from

Inns of Iowa held an Open

House and Ribbon Cutting at

the new Su-

per 8 Motel,

3315 South

Center Street

(next door to

the Best

Western Re-

gency Inn).

     The facil-

ity was completely remodeled

over the last six months and

recently opened to guests.  In-

terior improvements include

new carpet, new bathrooms

(with granite countertops),

new bed and window cover-

ings, and new lobby area.

     Other features of the Su-

per 8 include a complimentary

“Super Start”

c o n t i n e n t a l

b r e a k f a s t ,

cable TV with

HBO &

ESPN,  in room

movies, free

high speed

w i r e l e s s

internet, electronic lock secu-

rity system, and fax service.

Outdoor grilling facilities are

avaliable also.

  The exterior was renovated

with a new red roof and many

Inns of Iowa Open “New” Super 8

improvements to the facade

and parking lot.

     Locally owned by Pat and

Leon Shade, Inns of Iowa op-

erates the Super 8 Motel,

Best Western Regency Inn

and the Comfort Inn.

A view  inside of the

newly remodeled suite at

the Super 8 Motel.

  26 South First Avenue                                                       753-6691

Koehler Insurance Inc.
26 South First  Avenue

Telephone (641) 753-6691

We Care

Deb Ewoldt  Paul KoehlerConnie Koehler Bobby Shomo



www.marshalltown.org                                                                                                                                         8

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Bickford Cottage hosts Business After Hours

     On Jan. 19, 2006, the

Nonprofit Management

Academy will offer a course

on supervision and delega-

tion.  The course will be held

in room 614 in the Continu-

ing Education Center from

9:00 am-4:00pm.  The fee is

$45.

     The first part of this ses-

sion will focus on the various

expectations of supervision

as perceived by the supervi-

sors themselves, their execu-

tive director, and their subor-

dinates. Next the participants

will discuss the steps that a

supervisor must take to

sharpen his / her verbal and

no-verbal communications

skills. The task of evaluating

and counseling at risk subor-

dinates will then be exam-

ined. In addition, the multiple

ways of motivating subordi-

nates will be discussed. Fi-

nally, the delegation process

as a motivational, develop-

mental and time management

skill will be explored.

     Instructors for this course

are Paul Retish and Jude

West.  Professor Retish is a

faculty member in the Col-

lege of Education at the Uni-

versity of Iowa.  He is the

outreach coordinator for the

Iowa Nonprofit Resource

Center. His specialty is em-

ployment of persons with dis-

abilities and high-risk employ-

ees. He has worked as a con-

sultant for nonprofits and

small and large business firms

on stress, communication is-

sues and mission statements.

Presently he is a Human

Rights Commissioner for

Iowa City and also on the

board of a nonprofit organi-

zation.

Jude West is Co-Director,

Iowa Nonprofit Resource

Center and Professor Emeri-

tus, Management and Orga-

nizations Department, Henry

B Tippie College of Business

Administration, The Univer-

sity of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa.

Professor West obtained his

BA from St. Mary of the

Lake, his MBA from The

University of Chicago, and his

Ph.D. from the University of

Iowa.

     This course is the fourth

in a series of twelve courses

for nonprofit directors, staff,

board members and volun-

teers.  In January, the course

will cover Outcomes your

Funders will Love.  To regis-

ter or more information on this

course, contact Laura

Schinnow at 752-4645.

     The Bickford Cottage tra-

dition of assisted living

evolved from a personal jour-

ney for owners Don and Judie

Eby. When it came time to

find the right residential care

facility for Judie’s mother,

Mary Bickford, the options

seemed too limited. Mrs.

Bickford was still active and

capable, with an independent

life-style. Moving her into a

“nursing home” would have

been tragic. When the right

residence option failed to

materialize, the Eby family

designed and built a senior

care residence of their own.

     Since the first successful

residence, the Eby family has

brought a full range of as-

sisted living services to over

30 communities in the Mid-

west; including 13 in Iowa.

It’s a concept that has lifted

Bickford Senior Living Group

to a leadership role in the de-

velopment of senior housing

communities.

     Bickford Cottage is com-

mitted to providing an assisted

living community that affords

its residents the highest pos-

sible level of independence

while providing a support sys-

tem for their current and fu-

ture needs. Residents are re-

warded with all that life has

to offer while enjoying the

company of friends and fam-

ily.

     Fully staffed with certified

and licensed caregivers,

Bickford Cottage provides a

variety of healthcare ser-

vices. With our flexible care

program, we can easily ad-

just to meet the individual

needs of each resident. Ad-

ditionally, we can accommo-

date such issues as:  personal

and wellness care, mental

health wellness, mobility as-

sistance, healthcare coordina-

tion, and medication assis-

tance.

  Bickford Cottage in

Marshalltown is a 38 apart-

ment community that was

built in January of 1998.  Patti

Hayes, Director, and Matt

Mullins, Regional Community

Relations Director, are proud

to have achieved 100% oc-

cupancy in late November.

Bickford Cottage is currently

accepting deposits for the

waiting list.

   Bickford Cottage, 101

Newcastle Road, will host the

January Chamber Business

After Hours from 5:00 to 7:00

pm on Thurs., Jan. 12th.

January Nonprofit Management Acad-

emy Covers Supervision and Delegation

 Celebrate New Year’s Eve
  in Comfort at the 

 Comfort Inn, in Marshalltown!

2613 S. Center Street
Marshalltown, IA 50158
641-752-6000

December 31st

$60 plus tax 1-4 persons

Pool  •␣ Hot TubPool  • Hot Tub
Exercise Room • Deluxe Continental Exercise Room • Deluxe Continental 

BreakfastBreakfast
TREAT YOUR FAMILY!TREAT YOUR FAMILY!TREAT YOUR FAMILY!

6 Months Same as Cash
Followed by 1.9% APR* Fixed RRate

ents required

Proudly built 

in the USA.

www.grasshoppermower.com

*Annual Percentage Rate. With Approved Credit by Shoppers Charge Accounts Co., A Division of Hudson United Bank. Sales tax

excluded from financing. Sales tax due at time of sale. Monthly payments equal to 2% of original amount financed. No interest

charged on loans paid in full during first 6 months. Interest assessed to date of purchase on loans not paid in full in 6 months.

1.9% APR* interest rate applies to unpaid balance until loan is paid in full. Some restrictions apply. At participating dealers.

Kellogg Lawn & Snow, Inc.
9420 Image Ave., Kellogg, IA

W. Side of Kellogg • 641-526-8002

Ca

Save time with a wide selection of gas or diesel, liquid-

or air-cooled engines. Combined with the ComfortZone
™

seat, easy-to-handle controls and DuraMax
™

decks,

you’ll get a consistently good cut at faster mowing

speeds and take productivity to a new level.

6 MMonths SSame aas CCash
Followed bby 11.9% AAPR* Fixed RRate
• NO Interest for 6 months

• NO Down Payment

• NO Minimum Monthly Payments required

during 6 month free period
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Members of the 2006 Iowa Valley Leadership Class

are shown on a tour of the Lennox factory during a

recent session held at Lennox. Shown L to R are

IVL members: Matt Roelsgard, Justin Lamb, Trudi

Scott, Tom Ahart (back), Lizzie Clark (front), Amy

Prescott, Janelle Holmgren and Janel Shanks.

     The Iowa Valley leader-

ship Class of 2006 met at

Lennox Manufacturing last

month with the theme of “Em-

bracing The Future.”  Follow-

ing a discussion on team build-

ing, a warm welcome was

given by Bernard Roy.  In

keeping with our theme and

program goals, he discussed

some of the many ways busi-

nesses can support commu-

nity stewardship that is more

than just by donations but also

includes providing resources

of equipment, people and

knowledge.  Brad Eggers

gave an enthusiastic presen-

tation on Lennox LEAN

Lingo, which includes the

Five Ss plus 1:  sort, set-in-

order, shine, standardize, sus-

tain, and safety.  This was

followed by a plant tour dur-

ing which we could see the

Five Ss at work.

     The afternoon focused on

economic development.

Sandy Ehrig, Community De-

velopment Division Adminis-

trator from the Iowa Depart-

ment of Economic Develop-

ment, discussed five impor-

tant issues that matter:  fos-

tering entrepreneurs; place

matters when people choose

where they live; promoting

partnerships within regions

and between communities and

businesses; leaders are made;

and philanthropy.  We rated

several issues regarding sup-

port for entrepreneurship in

Marshalltown.

     Mike Miller, chairman of

the MEDIC (Marshalltown

Economic Development Im-

pact Committee) led an en-

ergetic discussion about this

committee’s initiatives:  re-

duced or no cost high speed

internet access, recreating

the entrepreneurial spirit with

the 2500 Club, and growing

the population which includes

making Clear Creek Lake a

reality.  Ken Anderson, Presi-

dent of the Marshalltown

Area Chamber of Com-

merce, tied together the ef-

forts of MEDIC, the Cham-

ber and the Central Business

District Main Street Project.

     Kileen Rezac explained

the Main Street Project, part

of a national program to unify

a community’s downtown

and improve economic devel-

opment based on a four point

approach:  visual appearance,

downtown events, organiza-

tion and the retention, expan-

sion and recruitment of busi-

nesses. She introduced the

new Main Street Director,

Marie Steenlage.

     Iowa Valley Leadership is

co-sponsored by the Marsh-

alltown Area Chamber of

Commerce and Iowa Valley

Continuing Education.  The

mission is to inspire commu-

nity stewardship through

knowledge of current issues

and interaction with people of

great vision.  For more infor-

mation, please call the pro-

gram facilitator, Betsy Macke

at 752-4645 ext. 275.

Iowa Valley Leadership November Session

 3303 South Center St. 
 Marshalltown
 641-752-6321
 (800) 241-2974 Regency

 Inn

This New Year’s Eve

Dine & Dance at the

 Best Western Regency Inn
 

Masquerade 
Ball!

MASQUERADE BALL BUFFET 5-9 PM
MENU: Popcorn Shrimp &  Sauce, Baron of Beef & Hickory 
Smoked Ham, Irish Parsley Potatoes, Three-Meat Lasagna, 
Chef’s Choice of Soup &  Vegetable, Dinner Roll with Butter, 
Relish Tray with Dip &  Cheese Tray, Tossed Salad &
Dressings with Croutons, Cheesecake with Cherries, Broccoli 
Raisin Salad, Marinated Pasta Salad, Variety of Desserts

ADULT: $11.95 + tax
CHILDREN: $9.95 +  tax ages 3-9

FOR RESERVATIONS, CALL 641-752-6321
 Masquerade Ball

 Dance to “Loose Neutral”
 9 pm - 1am       Doors open at 7:30 pm

 $10 00  per person  in advance or at the door
 Seating is poolside.Heat?Got

1002 West Lincolnway
753-3563

KAPAUN & BROWN, Inc .
A Premier Lennox Dealer
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CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT

     The Marshalltown Cen-

tral Business District (CBD),

held many promotional events

in the city.  Over the course

of 2005 there was:

     Souper Bowl Sunday –

soup and special deals were

served up in many downtown

businesses

     Crystal & Buddy’s Eas-

ter Egg Hunt – the annual

children’s Easter Egg hunt

was joined with the Jaycee’s

egg hunt to create the largest

hunt ever – over 1200 eggs

and gifts were given away to

area children on the Veteran’s

Home lawn

     The Downtown Spring

Open House in April saw

many promotional sales by

downtown merchants

     The Mother’s Day Spring

Extravaganza was held the

day before Mother’s Day to

give everyone a chance to

purchase your last minute

Mother’s gifts in downtown

Marshalltown

     June 2005 was the second

annual BBQ rib eating con-

test at Riverview Park dur-

ing the State BBQ contest

     July 1st we welcomed the

Great Race on Main Street –

what beautiful old classic

cars!

     July 30th was Ridiculous

Days with deep discounts

seen all up and down Main

Street

     October was the month

we began our annual Choco-

late Walk for Charities – what

a treat tasting all those choco-

lates and supporting the local

Central Business District 2005 Review
charities

     November saw our 15th

annual Holiday Stroll – a won-

derful way to kick off the

Holiday Season with mer-

chants showing the latest gift

ideas

     December 3rd was our 4th

annual Santa Claus Saturday

with children having breakfast

with Santa, giving their list to

Santa and creating many dif-

ferent crafts to take home as

reminders of the morning

     Last, but certainly NOT

least – the 4th annual Adopt-

A-Veteran party was held

December 11th at the Veter-

ans Home.  Music, a sing-a-

long, and passing out the gifts

is always a treat.

     Hope to see you next year

in your Downtown!

Standing here are the volunteers, Marla

Knight (left) from Iowa Telecom and Margy

Joslin (right) from MMSC, for the Holiday Stroll

that took place on the night of Nov. 18th.

Marshalltown Central Business District

Main Street Program Statistics   2000-Present

Net Gain in Business Starts, Relocations, Expansions 13

Net Gain in New Jobs 79

Buildings Rehabilitated, Renovated 34

Private Dollars Invested in Rehabilitation $12,401,150

Buildings Sold 31

Private Dollars Invested in Downtown Property Acquisition $3,224,532

Total Volunteer Hours 11,038

This year’s lighting ceremony for the Holiday

Stoll included from left to right Marshaltown

Mayor-Elect  Gene Beach, Central Business

Director Marie Steenlage, Central Iowa Fair

Queen Jenna Goeke, Fisher Controls Plant

Manager Bob Berger, and Santa Claus.

www.everydaychampions.org
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Marshall Town Center

Hours Change

For your shopping conve-

nience, Marshall Town Cen-

ter will be open Saturdays.

until 8pm, beginning Jan. 7,

2006.

Mall hours:

Mon. – Fri.: 10am – 9pm

Sat.: 10am – 8pm

Sun.: Noon – 5pm

Penny Pinchin’ Sidewalk

Sales

Thurs., Jan. 12 -Mon., Jan.

16.

Don’t miss out on great deals

on apparel for the whole fam-

ily, electronics, home décor

and much more during the

Penny Pinchin’ Sidewalk

Sales at Marshall Town Cen-

ter!

You’ll find great deals mall-

wide during the Penny

Pinchin’ Sales!

Marshall Town Center/

PennySaver/KDAO

13th Annual Bridal Show

Sun., Feb. 5, 2005

Fashion Show, featuring fash-

ions for the entire bridal party

at 3:30 pm.

*Bridal Attire

*Photographers

*Catering

*Wedding Cakes

*Disc Jockeys

*Reception Halls

For more information, please

contact Lynn at the Mall Of-

fice at 752-6200.

Marshall Town Center is

looking for groups that

would like to perform at

the Mall throughout the

winter and spring months.

If you are interested, or if

your group would like to

host an event at Marshall

Town Center please con-

tact the Mall Office.

www.MarshallTownCenter.com
Check out our new and improved website! Browse our di-

rectory for your favorite store, check our upcoming events,

and find general information about Marshall Town Center.

You’re just a point and a click away!

Phoenix E-Waste

Solutions

12 South 8th Avenue

Marshalltown, Iowa 50158

641-753-7200

Mike and Brett Ladehoff

Marshalltown Speedway

1308 East Olive

Marshalltown, IA 50158

515-432-4703

Toby Kruse

New Members

Midwest Wireless
507 West High Street
Marshalltown • 641-752-0852
Midwest Wireless
50 LaFrentz Lane
Marshalltown • 641-753-1045 

Kosanke Hardware
Eldora • 641-939-5252
Wilkerson Hardware
Toledo • 641-484-4346
Innovative Communications
Eldora • 641-939-7333

Innovative Communications
Marshalltown • 641-752-1850
M & M Computer Services
Toledo • 641-484-7736
KZAT-FM Radio
Tama • 641-484-5958

Ring InRing In
the Holidays
the Holidays

MidwestWireless.com • 800-829-TALK

$40$40
JUST

Per 
Month*

THE TALK & 
        TEXT PLAN

*Limited time offer.  Unlimited calling to other Midwest Wireless customers applies to all calls placed on the Midwest Wireless network to any other Midwest Wireless phone.  Unlimited night and weekend minutes can 
be used from 7p.m. – 7 a.m. Monday through Friday and 7p.m. Friday through 7a.m. Monday.  Talk & Text plan includes 2,000 outgoing and scheduled text messages per month.  Additional messages sent from your phone 
or scheduled messages are billed at 5¢ per message.  A regulatory surcharge of $1.00/month is added to each line to help partially recover the costs incurred due to regulatory mandates.  Early termination fees may apply. 
Other taxes, fees and surcharges may apply.  Services subject to credit approval.  Some restrictions apply; see store for details.  ©2005 Midwest Wireless Holdings, L.L.C.  AA/EOE.  

KYOCERA 
SLIDER REMIX

• MP3 Player
• Camera Phone
• Gamepad

• Unlimited Night and Weekend Minutes
• Unlimited Calling to Other Midwest 

Wireless Customers
• Unlimited Incoming Text Messages
• 2,000 Outgoing Text Messages a Month
• 300 Anytime Minutes a Month
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CHAMBER AMBASSADORS

There were two

ambassador visits

within the past

month.

On Nov. 8th they

met with Nino

Reyes, Co-Man-

ager and some of

the management

staff at the Wal-

Mart Supercenter

(left).

On Nov. 22 they

met with Mike

Knutson of Floor-

ing Gallery (bottom

left).

On Nov. 8 there was a

ribbon cutting for the new

location of Subway located

in the Wal-Mart

Supercenter at 2802 S.

Center St. (left).

On Nov. 16  a ribbon

cutting took place for the

new Marshalltown Com-

munity College Construc-

tion Technology Building

at their location of 3700 S.

Center St. (middle left).

On Nov. 18 there was a

ribbon cutting that took

place for the new location

of Goodwill Industries at

100 LaFrenz Drive

(bottom right).

Ribbon Cuttings happening in the areaAbassador Visits in the past month

 BICKFORD COTTAGE B ICKFORD  COTTAGE
Premier Assisted LivingPremier Assisted Living

101 New Castle Road  •  Marshalltown
641-753-5700

Marshalltown’s only
Premier Assisted Living

• 3 meals daily
• 24 hour Certified staff

• Laundry/Housekeeping
• Family Owned

“Created To Care For Our Family, 
Devoted To Serving Yours.”

Member FDIC

wellsfargo.com

˙© 2000 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.

2703 S. Center St.
753-5555

102 S. Center St.
754-5600

Courses begin every 8 weeks
in Marshalltown

Call for an appointment to see what you need to

complete your 4-year degree!

call 641-752-0076 or
800.798.0076

located on the Marshalltown 
Community College campus
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VERNON COMPANY
Mary Kenagy  
752-1798

Apparel Calendars Gifts
Pens & More

ADVERTISING
SPECIALTIES

MARSHALLTOWN
TIMES-REPUBLICAN

135 W. Main
Marshalltown
753-6611

CITY

MARSHALL COUNTY 
TREASURER

Tax Department 754-6366
Motor Vehicle Department  

754-6360
www.co.marshall.ia.us
www.iowatreasures.org

CARPET
CLEANERS

SERVICEMASTER
OF MARSHALLTOWN

707 Maytag Road
Marshalltown
752-3956

BUILDING 
SUPPLIES

SPAHN & ROSE 
LUMBER CO.

110 W. Madison St.
Marshalltown
752-1541

BATH & 
KITCHEN

IOWA WHOLESALE, INC.
THE BATH & KITCHEN SHOP

14 S. Second Ave.
Marshalltown
752-4555

HELFER
AUTO SERVICE

108 W. State St.
Marshalltown
752-5225

ATTORNEY’S 
AT LAW

JOHNSON, SUDENGA, 
LATHAM, PEGLOW, O’HARE
118 East Main Street

Marshalltown
752-8800

AUTOMOTIVE

ARNOLD MOTOR 
SUPPLY

116 E. Anson St.
Marshalltown
753-5533

BLOOD
BANK

2501 S. Center
Marshalltown

641-844-0144

THE BLOOD 
CENTER OF IOWA

CHIROPRACTIC

CARMICHEAL
BACK & NECK 

CARE
Dr. James (Doc) Carmicheal

17 E. Southridge Road
Marshalltown

753-5796

9TH STREET GALLERY 
& FRAME

506 S. 9th Street
Marshalltown
752-2647

CENTRAL IOWA 
ART ASSOCIATION

709 S. Center St.
Marshalltown
753-9013

ART CATERING

KATIE J’S
For All Your Catering Needs
Morning, Lunch, Afternoon,

Meeting Services•Locally Owned
By Katie & Patrick Moore.

641-753-9166
State Licensed            State Certified

APARTMENTS

GRANT PARK &
ROSEWOOD
COTTAGES

1 Bedroom Apartments
641-753-5420

www.newburymanagement.com
<http://www.newburymanagement.com>

BOULDER
PROPERTIES

641-752-7767
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FINANCIAL PLANNING

FINANCIAL PARTNERS GROUP
Jason M. Kirke, CFP ®

124 West Main
State Center,  IA

641-483-9914
800-483-9914

ENGINEERING & 
LAND SURVEYING

CLAPSADDLE-GARBER
ASSOCIATES, INC.

16 E. Main St.
Marshalltown
752-6701

EMBROIDERY

IN STITCHES
36 E. Main St. 
Marshalltown
752-8335

INSURANCE

AMERICAN FAMILY
INSURANCE

Bill Thiede-Agent
2501 S. Center, Suite F

Marshalltown
752-6367

CHASE INSURANCE 
SERVICES

105 A. Westwood Dr.
Marshalltown
752-5733

HEALTH & 
MEDICAL

COMMUNITY
NURSING SERVICE

709 S. Center
Marshalltown
752-4611

FLORAL

RENNERS FLOWERS
201 W. Main St.
Marshalltown
752-4243

KOEHLER INSURANCE 
AGENCY

26 S. 1st Avenue
Marshalltown
753-6691

PENN MUTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE CO.

16 East Main St., Suite 190
Marshalltown
753-4762

AMERICAN FAMILY
INSURANCE

Joan Postel-Agent
213 E. Main  19 S. Center
State Center  Marshalltown
483-3402 752-2009

INDEPENDENT
INSURANCE SERVICES

11 E. Church Street
Marshalltown
752-4618

JEWELERS

HELLBERG’S
JEWELERS

13 W. Main Street
Marshalltown
752-3675

KITCHEN
TUNE-UP

Bruce Meyer
752-5400

www.KitchenTuneUp.com 

KITCHEN
& BATH

INSURANCE

CONSTRUCTION

CESSFORD
READY MIX

101 Washington St.
Marshalltown
752-7121

SHERWIN-WILLIAMS
COMPANY

105 Nicholas Drive
Marshalltown
752-0229

DECORATIVE
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AUGUSTINE
COMPANY

1210 Industrial Blvd.
Marshalltown
753-3875

NURSING 
HOMES

GRANDVIEW
HEIGHTS

910 E. Olive St.
Marshalltown
752-4581

SOUTHRIDGE NURSING 
& REHAB CENTER

309 W. Merle Hibbs Blvd.
Marshalltown
752-4553

MOVERS

SEVDE RELOCATION
1102 Southern Hills Dr.

Ames, IA 50010
515-232-6605
800-443-6311

SALVATION ARMY
107 W. State St.

Marshalltown
753-5236

MISCELLANEOUS

ADULT ODYSSEY
907 Iowa Avenue East

Marshalltown
752-6550

HARTWIG PLUMBING
& HEATING INC.

405 S. 2nd Ave
Marshalltown
752-5707

PLUMBING & 
ELECTRIC

ELECTRIC SUPPLY OF
MARSHALLTOWN
1008 S. 12th Ave.

Marshalltown
752-4672

Would you l ike to Would you l ike to 
have your Chamber have your Chamber 

Business l i s ted? Business l i s ted? 
Contact  yourContact  your

 Times-Republ ican  Times-Republ ican 
Sales Representat ive Sales Representat ive 

to have your Chamber to have your Chamber 
Business L is ted on this  Business L is ted on this  

Chamber Director y.Chamber Director y.

KFJB-KXIA
123  W. Main St.

Marshalltown
753-3361

RADIO

RESTAURANTS

SUB CITY
8 E. Main

Marshalltown
752-1375

MOVERS

SUBSTANCE ABUSE
TREATMENT

SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
TREATMENT UNIT

SATUCI
Marshalltown
752-5421

TAX SPECIALISTS

ACCU-TAX
1302 W. Main St.

Marshalltown
752-6033

MANUFACTURER 

RYERSON TULL
COIL PROCESSING

1107 E. Main St.
Marshalltown
753-3511
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Preview cont. from page 1

recently argued that the resi-

dential rollback has unduly

shifted a disproportionate bur-

den of property taxes onto

industrial and commercial

properties.

     ICA is again pushing

property tax reform, but

meaningful reform will be dif-

ficult this year. With a wide-

open race for governor, the

entire House and half the

Senate up for re-election, that

issue may have to wait.

     “I think there will be a lot

of initiatives discussed con-

cerning property tax reform

as there have been the last

five years,” McKibben said.

“Until the state incurs some

property tax responsibilities, it

probably is not going to hap-

pen.”

     Property tax responsibili-

ties usually include functions

of local government.

     So the state would need

to increase payments to

school districts and city and

county jurisdictions. The state

has taken an opposite action

in recent years, pushing more

burden and responsibility onto

local governments.

     After a brief non-election

year hiatus, the minimum

wage debate appears to be

back. The governor is push-

ing for an increase in mini-

mum wage. The proposal

that seems to be the most

popular is to raise the mini-

mum wage by $1 per hour to

$6.15.

     “I’m supportive and will

be signing on to legislation to

increase the minimum

wage,” Smith said. “There

are approximately 100,000

Iowans who are on minimum

wage that has not been

raised in nine years.

Initiatives to be passed
Renewing Members

16 Members renewed their membership

in the past month

Bernie Lowe and Associates (3 years)

Big 8 Tyre Center (6 years)

Boliver Law Firm (24 years)

Bottom Line Strategies (2 years)

Cooper Manufacturing (11 years)

Greater Iowa Credit Union – Marshalltown (4 years)

Haley’s Grocery, Inc. (12 years)

Hellberg’s Jewelers (12 years)

Jiffy Convenience Stores (14 years)

Next Generation Wireless (4 years)

Penn Mutual Life Insurance Co. (5 years)

Quality Service Corp. (3 years)

QWest (14 years)

Salvation Army (9 years)

Stalzer Photography (2 years)

Younkers (46 years)

+
+

Dan Mead
Agent

Heather Loney
CSA-Agent

Craig Shepherd
Agent

Denise Case
CSA-Agent

Mac Copenhaver
Administration

Ranae Fagan
Information Systems

Lance Horbach
Agent

Kathy Minkel
Administrative Asst.

Mark Rohde
Agent

Kristi Carlson
HR-Accounting

Loras Neuroth
Agent

Robin Angstman
CSA-Agent

Matt Roelsgard
Processing Mgr.

Karen Neuroth
HR-Accounting

Darla Rowley
CSA-Agent

Insuring Central IowaInsuring Central Iowa
11 East Church Street • Marshalltown, Iowa • 752-4618

Commited To Our Customers Commited To Our Community
Auto • Business • Life • Homeowners • Crop/Hail • Farm Property & Liability • Medical • Workers 

Compensation
LOCAL CLAIMS SERVICE
www.insurecentraliowa.com

Judy Couser
Processor

Paul Beals
Agent

Sue Gannaway
CSA-Agent


